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HENRY GOODE BLASDEL 
 

Henry Blasdel was the first Governor of Nevada and can be associated with the stamp issued by the 
U.S. on July 22, 1964 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Nevada’s statehood. Bro. Blasdel 
was a member of Santa Cruz Lodge No. 38, Santa Cruz, California. He later became Master of 
Carson Lodge No. 1, Carson City, Nevada. 
 

 
 
Henry Blasdel was born January 29, 1825 in Lawrenceburg, Indiana and had little education in the 
common schools of Indiana. He worked as a farmer, storekeeper, and river boat captain before he 
arrived in Nevada in 1861 at which time he was appointed Recorder of Storey County. He served 
on the National Union League Committee which notified President Abraham Lincoln of his 
nomination. Securing the Republican gubernatorial nomination, he was elected Governor in 1864 
and re-elected in 1866. During his tenure, the state government was organized, additional land was 
ceded to the state, plans were made for the first state capitol building, and an Indian uprising was 
dealt with. He also vetoed an act legalizing gambling during his terms in office. After his 
governorship, he retired from political life and in 1891 he moved his family to Oakland, California, 
where he continued to be active in mining and milling. He died in his home in Oakland, California 
on July 22, 1900 and is interred at Mountain View Cemetery, Alameda County, California. 
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

NEW MEMBERS: 
 None this issue 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES: 
 368. Jan van Nooijen, Landvoogdes 73,  3232PS Brielle, Netherlands (Corrected from my  

error in the previous newsletter) 
 
DEPARTURES: 
 None that I am aware of 

*************************************** 
KUDOS TO THE ISLE OF MAN POSTAL AUTHORITIES 

 
In an effort to acquire the recent Masonic stamps issued by the Isle of Man Postal Authorities, I 
ordered a few sets directly from them through their web site (www.iomstamps.com ) and was very 
pleased with their service. Not only did I receive the sets I wanted, they included a “freebee” set of 
8 postal cards depicting “Innovations in Aerospace” that they had prepared for the Royal 
Aeronautical Society, a first day cover prepared for the first day of issue for the Masonic set, and a 
presentation pack – all for the face value of the sets I ordered. They also offer several different 
usages for these stamps along with offerings for competition and fund raising where, in return, they 
are able to raise the profile of their postal tribute and product range. (Can you imagine the USPS 
offering such opportunities when they will not even consider stamps for worthy organizations?) I 
still have four sets available for members at $12 for the set plus letter rate postage. 

******************************************** 
Bro. Jean Claude Vilespy offers the following comments regarding the stories and profiles of the 
previous Newsletter; 
 
David d’Angers is known in France for having been a member of “Le Pere de Famille” in Angers 
in 1811 (from the Ligou Dictionary). 

 
About Griboedov (Aleksandr) (Russian spelling): from Tatania BAKOUNINE, the well-known 
specialist of Russian Masons (Repertoire des Francs-Macons Russes in 1967: Institut d’Etudes 
Slaves de l’Universite de Paris.) 

1. She does not mention the “Amour de la Verite” for him. 
2. She writes he was a member of the L:. “Les Amis de la Verite” in St. Petersbourg. In  

1816-17-18. He was absent in 1819. 
3. The 13 January of 1817 he founded the L:. “Du Bien” in St. Petersbourg. 

 
Concerning Napoleon Bonaparte – I’m very sorry but he has NEVER been a Mason. I often thought 
about his possible membership and really don’t understand how such a man could have been a 
Mason. He made himself emperor, he was, at that time, the most powerful man of the world. How 
could he have been a Mason without being Grand Master? Yet, he appointed his brothers Joseph, 
Jerome, Louis, and Lucien as Grand Master in some countries. I think that psychologically he could 
not have been a Mason. It was more powerful to be “over”. 
 
Regarding Bro. Vilespy’s question regarding Nelson Mandella. He was made a “Mason at Sight” 
by one of the U.S. Grand Masters (Prince Hall Mason) during a visit to the United States. 
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The following pages have been generously provided by Bro. Eddie Levey from his personal 
collection and are new to us. He lives in Mildura, Victoria. 
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It is with sincere thanks to Bro. Eddie Levey that I was able to use several pages which he provided 
from his collection. This time of the year becomes very busy for me with vacations coming up. I am 
very fortunate in having a summer cottage along the coast of Maine which my grandfather built in 
1925 but it does require some periodic maintenance to get it ready for summer use. Those activities 
combined with my activities in my Blue Lodge, local stamp club, and volunteering to create an 
annual book on 25 to 35 Veterans per year living in my hometown of Andover (which involves 
holding a reception for them, creating their stories from notes provided, and publication of a book 
containing those stories for presentation on Veteran’s Day in November) tend to bind me up this 
time of year. I don’t mean to complain as I enjoy it all but I must account for my lack of new articles 
on my behalf at this time of the year. 

********************************** 
One of our members has asked if anyone has any information on Guadelupe Victoria Jose Ramon  
Adaucto Fernandez y Felix (1786-1843) which might indicate that he may have been a Freemason. 
He was the first President of Mexico and has been pictured on stamps. 

************************************** 
NATHANIEL GREENE 

 
The 1 cent value of the U.S. Army issue released on December 15, 1936 pictures Nathaniel Greene. 
The details of Bro. Greene’s Masonic affiliation are still under investigation. Some claim he was a 
member of a Rhode Island Lodge while others believe it was a military Lodge. Throughout the 
Revolution he wore a Masonic medal that was presented to him by Lafayette and that medal is in 
the possession of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island. A Masonic apron, said to have been worn by 
him, was presented to Lakewood Lodge No. 601, Lakewood, Ohio in 1937 by William Greene, a 
descendant and member of that Lodge. In 1824 when General Lafayette visited this country, he 
assisted in the Masonic cornerstone laying of a monument to General Greene in Savannah, Georgia. 
 

 
 
Nathaniel Green was born August 7, 1742 in Warwick, Rhode Island. A brilliant general during the 
American Revolution, he was regarded as a military leader second to Washington. He speedily won 
the friendship and confidence of Washington, under whom he served with distinction at Trenton, 
Princeton, and Brandywine. In March 1778, at Washington’s request at Valley Forge, he accepted 
the difficult position of Quartermaster General, retaining, however, the right to command troops in 
the field. Because of meddling of Congress with the affairs of his department, Greene resigned that 
position in 1780 but was soon appointed by Washington as commander of the Army of the South. 
When Greene succeeded Gates in this command, he found the army in so wretched a state, without 
discipline, arms, or clothing that he could not bring it into condition for fighting until 1781. As soon 
as this had been accomplished, he began a campaign which in less than one year stripped the English 
of all their conquests in the Carolinas and Georgia except Charleston, in which he penned up the 
British Army for the rest of the war. For this he received the thanks of Congress, large grants of land 
from the Carolinas and Georgia, and the name of “the man who saved the South” in the American 
Revolution. He died on June 19, 1786 in Savannah, Georgia. 
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WILLIAM ELLERY 
 
William Ellery was pictured on a stamp issued by Tonga on May 26, 1976 as part of a set 
commemorating the U.S. Bicentennial showing signers of the Declaration of Independence. A 
“William Ellery” was made a Mason in St. John’s Lodge, Boston, on October 12and October 25, 
1748. Ellery had graduated from Harvard in Boston the previous year. The same individual was 
present at the celebration of St. John the Evangelist Day by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts on 
December 27, 1753 and also attended a sermon with the Grand Lodge at Boston’s Trinity Church 
on October 1, 1755. 

 
 
William Ellery was born December 2, 1727 in Newport, Rhode Island and received his early 
education from his father, a merchant, and Harvard College from which he graduated in 1747 
excelling in Greek and Latin. He returned to Newport and worked first as a merchant, next as a 
customs collector, and then as Clerk of the Rhode Island General Assembly. He started practicing 
law in 1770 at the age of 43 and became active in the Rhode Island Sons of Liberty. He replaced 
Samuel Ward in the Continental Congress in 1776 and was one of the 56 signers of the Declaration 
of Independence that year. He was also a signer of the Articles of Confederation. He served as a 
judge of the Supreme Court of Rhode Island and by 1785 had become an abolitionist. He was the 
first customs collector of the port of Newport under the Constitution serving there until his death on 
February 15, 1820. 

*********************************** 
NEW ISSUES OF MASONIC INTEREST 

 
The following new issues of Masonic interest have been documented in recent issues of Linn’s 
Stamp News. 
 
Kyrgyz Express Post – 9/8/16, Scott 37-40 -  Set of 4 composers, including Wolfgang Mozart. 
 
Macedonia – 9/30/16, Scott 729 – Stamp depicting walt Disney and film characters. 
 
Netherlands – 5/23/16, Scott 1514 - Se-tenant pair honoring Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. 
 
Philippines – 11/12/16, Scott 3693/4 – Stamp and Souvenir sheet showing Dr. Sun Yat Sen (China) 
and Dr. Mariano Ponce. 
 
Romania – 3/18/16, Scott, 5775/80 – Constantin Brancusi pictured on #5775. 
 


