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BRO. OTTO STEDING, SECRETARY-TREASURER 

It is with deep personal sorrow that I announce that Bro. Otto Steiling, our Secretary
Treasurer since 1984, was called by the Supreme Architect of the Universe to his Eternal 
Home on.December 12, 2003. He apparently was not sick for long and his wife, daughter 
and granddaughter were with him at the Hospice during his final days. His last letter to 
me was in late September and be reported at that time that he was fighting a blood 
infection. The Unit will miss his dedicated service and enthusiastic involvement in the 
activities of the Masonic Study Unit and Masonic Philately. I had the pleasure of meeting 
Bro. Otto in 2000 when I was invited by Bro. Norman Lincoln to speak at a meeting of 
the Third District Chapter School, Ohio Grand Chapter, R.A.M. in Miamisburg, Ohio. 
The picture shown below was taken at that time and shows, right to left, Bros. Otto 
Sieding, Norman Lincoln and Robert Domingue - the officers of the Masonic Study Unit 
at that time. 

Bro. Otto was 86 years o1d this past July and was very active in Blue Lodge, York Rite 
and the Shrine. He served as Master in 1957. He received his 50 Year Membership 
recognition in the Order of Eastern Star in 2002. He and his wife relocated to the 
Maplelrnoll Retirement Community in September 2000. He leaves behlnd his wife, 
Elaine, his daughter, Bonnie Olmstead (and husband), his granddaughter Karen Desbles 
(and husband) and three great grandchildren. ***************************************************** 

1809 



MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

NEW MEMBERS: 
TBD. Royce Leonard Beale, P.O. Box 141,  Romsey, Victoria 3134 Australia 
463. LeRoy Curtis, 21 17 Fisher Ave., Wooster, OH 44692 (Reinstatement) 
TBD. Don Hopkins, 407 Seminole Drive, McCook, NE 69001 

ADDRESS CHANGES: 
231. James W. Hogg, P.O. Box 601 1 2, Fort Myers, FL 33906 
305. George Michael, 20-D James Buchanan Drive, Momoe Township, NJ 08831 

CLOSED ALBUMS: 
45. Otto Steding, late of Cincinnati, OH 

MEMBER ACTIVITIES: 
Bro. Stan Longenecker, recently "appointed" the Cover Chairman for the George 
Washington Masonic Stamp Club, has extended the following offer to members of the 
Masonic Study Unit: ''Send in a dues payment for a friend who might enjoy reading 
THE PHILATELIC FREEMASON and receive 25 different Masonic covers free for 
your effort. Send in two names/addresses and get 50 different Masonic covers. These 
covers will be those published by the GWMSC, NATSCO and others." You can't 
beat that offer -Thanks, Bro. Stan. 

Todd Reube has made the following request in conjunction with a census he is 
performing on two Masonic cancels (and backstamps) that use Hebrew lettering in 
reference to God. Shown below, he is looking for infonnation regarding usage - date, 
stamp cancelled,, on or off cover and a photocopy or scan if possible. He can be contacted 
at 215 Orvill aRd., Hatfield, PA 19440 or at treube@zdial.com for those using e-mail. 

Oregon, PA or Ohio? USA _ 
-

Putnam, CT USA 
(Hearst#I695, Skinner/Eno # FR -M7 8) (Cole #.MI.-111, Hearst #315, Warmsley #362) 

The Hebrew letter y The Hebrew letters ylnvh 
Dates of use as found in reference materials: 1861 Dates of use as found in reference materials: October 17, 1884; 

. . . November 11, 1884; December 2, 1.1�84 Bro. Em1el Crab has stopped workmg and ts spending more trme on ms stamp collectron 
He is preparing a database of some 5500 entries of Brothers who appear on postage 
stamps. ls is being made in Microsoft Works database but can be opened under EXCEL. 
Presently it is in his native tongue (Dutch) but he is translating it into English. He states 
he still has a lot of work to do on it but those interested in this project and its output 
should contact him at emiel@emiel-crab.nl or Sfr Winston Churchi111aan 717, 2287 AH 
Rijwijk, Netherlands. His intent is to e-mail the file or load it onto a CD or floppy. 

**************************************** 
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NEW MASONIC ISSUE 
Uruguay is one of the latest Nations to issue a stamp honoring the Masonic Fraternity. On 
October 29, 2003, this country issued a souvenir sheet to commemorate the origin of 
Freemasonry in Uruguay in 1856. The sheet and a First Day Cover are sho'WD here. I was 
able to acquire them from Bro. Antonio G. de Paiva, member 192 of Rua Capitao Vilarim 
25 - Fabricas, 36301/008 - S.S. <lei Rei, M.G., Brazil via the eBay route. I have also 
acquired some copies of the mint sheet 

ELCORREO 
tllLJGl1'.Y 

OOBREPIINEROIA 

:\:}.� ·  ................. 
F�l\.'li'l,\l/lO.l.◊ i 
·l f1)/.'tiAo,1. �N !M� ·t . . • • . :. • • • • • : : . 

�,4-H ........ 
************************************************************* 

ANOTHER NEW MASONIC ISSUE 
Another new Masonic issue has also appeared on the eBay Auction board - it was 
released by Bulgaria in 2003, Shown below, we hope to have more infonnation on its 
release in the next Newsletter. 

#�,I 
,c:---�;',; 10 "'"""'"�=-J '"�"�'"'•·�-•c, ''""""' 

************************************************************* 
HAROLD EDWARD "RED" GRANGE 

The USPS issued a set of four stamps this year to honor the early 
football heroes. One of them pictures Red Grange and had not yet 
been pictured in the Newsletter. Bro. Grange was born June 13, 
1903 at Forksville, PA and died Jan. 8, 1991. He was a member of 
Wheaton Lodge No. 268. A more complete article is found on page 
1728 of the November-December 2002 Newsletter. 

37, 

****************************************** 
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SUPPLEMENT TO BRAZILIAN MASONIC CATALOG 
AND BRAZIL MASONIC COVERS 

Bro. Renato M. Schramm has issued a supplement to his Masonic Catalog of Brazilian 
stamps and cancels in 2 003. Information on this 32 page booklet as well as the Brazilian 
covers shown below can be obtained from him at Caixa Postal 3085, 88010-970 
Florianopolis, S.C., Brazil or through the e-mail address clubslo@zaz.com.br or the 
website www. eocities.com/Paris/Palas/52'40/index.htmL 

SUPLEMENTO 

do Catalogo Mat;Onico de Selos, 
Carimbos, Franquias do Brasil 

CLUBE FILATELICO MA<;0NICO DO BRASIL 

V SIPOSl�O t!ACIOIIAL M fll.ATEl.� MA;0NI� 
15" Alllv:EIISAAIO OE fUMDAgM, 

AAUI "FERE!AZ OE l!ABCONCELOS" If' 2m 
fERAAZ Dli V,>.SCCNCELOSISI' • BRASIL 

12•18"'°00tu!:«>d•� 

FOLlllNIIA COM.EJl-lORA'flVA 

Rl>!SN" lOJ-S 
1004,., ••L•)• M•""1co o,,,,., THL,,., •m 

l•""'-'••o<,OESC,,,.,,.a,,.c;oi, ' "'·°'·'""' ft.,;"'°-""'" Sc 

----· 
-

-�--�A � 
[-��- � -k.� . .. -,�----- .... � ... ..,, 

S114,o,a,1�J•>hfh)tt<C•>'"-'""" 
1VEJ<l1Ul!A 

>l•l<Ul:iWD2Sior, .... �r 

JOOAoo,"' l•J• M><''"" F,-,,,..,_,., ,_,,,...,, JO 
'.ll�!,00:, Log,rn, 5C 

SELOS COMEMORATJVOS 

"'· .-� .... , ..... 
B, ... Jo'<)'idnC..t<d<�to,,,,J,ic, 

RMSW11HLRl!MCl30 
ROD<OO(.-) 

, .. , 11,..,,....,-A"°"' 
11a,..,.,rm.ina,su,.. 

m�o-...,,;.. RM.SN',06 RS0.4" 

:><Olli, .... _ ... , ......... 
•-•lobO.Altt, .. u..,,:r .... 

,n,.,..,,,,...., .,....,.,01 ... .,.. 

CLUBE FILATELlco MAVONICO DO BRASIL 
V EXFIL.MA-EXPOSIQ\() NAQONAL de FnAIB.JA MAQ5McA 

XV"Anlvers.irw da Laja Ma¢nka "ferroz tl<c Va$«in<elos" N" 2516 
""""-uev-*=""""*""""*•2.•<U<m 

;:-�.., Clube filatilico Ma�Ooico do BrasiJ 
Homeoogem = 60 MIDS do Loia Smb. •• Rei SoolToo N<' 11 79 

S6o Paulo - SP- Btosll - 07 de Oulubro de 2003 
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$ MASONIC COVERS FROM NEW JERSEY 
Bro. M. Ri�ard Mekenian has been very busy producing various Masonic Cover sets thls 
year. Shown on this page and the nexl, they are available from him at 711 5th A venue, 
Spring Lake, NJ 07762. The 5 Nov. 8 covers for the Cornerstone Laying and cathedral 
Dedication of the A.A.S.R. Valley of Central Jersey cost $20.00 for the set and the 5 
covers for the Annual Feast of Saints John on December 6 are the same cost. Remember, 
all proceeds go to Masonic charities, Bro. Mekenian makes nothing on these transactions. 

Ill. Wal1erL W�bhei·, 53• 
sovm;,,, Grand C-0mma01Jet AA,S.R o!f,eemasonc/ 

N,rti,er11 Ma>orodu,;,,,;"i"" of l�e lJ S" 
cor,oca,es tr.e Vaoey 01 cenu,u Jme)'< 

ca1h,a,a1 D"""'"""" an-:! Comeesloa, c,i,;ag Cer,N""'' 
No<€mbot a, 2001 

FIAT LUX 

D«;cmbc, G, 2003 

•1er"""""'"'"'""'' ,,_,.,,,,.,. """ 

FIAT LUX 

Cali:6car/"9 tlie 
o,rnar.mnw.t "'" 

Catfu,dht[:Dedl 
of tfio Sco!tUli 

'VaiTey of Centra[J.,,-,q 

��MC!Gllrc<hll 
-· 

Tu,SoottishRb>\l:lll<rf <i 

--
-b:>r!l,.:ioo3 

--.hs-..cy 

F,;a,t of Sainls John D/r,r,er 

MCJ'l<""°',!,;p "'""'-""""""'"'t<J 
ll=ml>:r S,200J 

Goe,ISp;ok<, 
l),_J«t;q>l,l<,u�,� 
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MORE NEW JERSEY MASONIC COVERS 
To continue with Bro. Mekenian's efforts, these two sets of 3 covers cost $10.00 each. 
They commemorate the Bicentennial Celebration of Cincinnati Lodge #3, Morristown. 
NJ and the Sesquicentennial Celebration of Nutley Lodge #25, Nutley, NJ. 

FIAT LUX 

FIAT LUX 

GRorge H. Helllch, Jr 

W«stiipJOI Mosler or NUlley LOOgo # <5 F & A M. 
Sesquioeoleaol� Celebra!Jon 

November 17. 1"5'.l-;1003 

Cll>eEnna11 Lodge# 3 
Oloonteonl>.I Ce\ol>ration 

1603--2003 
Morl'1own, !'lcw Je"'oy 

N,womber3, 2003 

Mo$0 Wo,,,�lplul Rob,:,,t L Mllltt, , 
Gror><!Mow,,orMosor,s (i]t,./'X � 

Fo,tt><, State of N.., Jm"'I 
Celeb<aUog N,Jllei Loogo # <> F.& A. M 

Sosqi,icen1onoi,,. Novomoe, 11, 1a5l-2o03 

****************************************** 
GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA SPECIAL MASONIC CANCEL 
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The Grand Lodge of Virginia was 
authorized to use this special cancel on 
October 30, 2003, to promote 
Freemasonry and to note that they were 
the first Grand Lodge to be constituted 
in America after the Declaration of 
Independence. Thanks to Bro. John 
Allen of the GWMSC for sharing this 
with US. 



RT. WOR. BRO. SIR SAMUEL GRIFFITH 
(1845-1920) 

The man described as the «Father" of the Australian Constitution, Bro. Sir Samuel 
Walker Griffith, P.C., G.C.M.G., MA, was born at Merthyr Tydfil, Wales and 
immigrated to Australia in 1853. He was educated at Ipswich,. Queensland; 
Woolloomooloo, Sydney and Maitland, New South Wales and graduated from the 
Unjversity of Sydney with first-class honors. He returned to England and after a lengthy 
stay there returned to Australia when he was admitted to the Queensland Bar in 1867. 
He entered the Queensland Parliament in 1872 where he served as Attorney General and 
Premier on two occasions. He served as Queensland's Chief Justice and when the High 
Court of Austra1ia was established in 1903, he became the first Chief Justice. The first 
sitting of the High Court took place in the Banco Court of the Supreme Court Building in 
Melbourne on Oct 6, 1903. The distinguished Bench was made up of three men who had 
been prominent in the Federal movement. They consisted of Bro. Sir Samuel Griffith 
(former Chief Justice of Queensland), Bro. Edmund Barton (Australia's First Prime 
Minister and leader of Australia's Constitutional Convention) who was appointed Justice 
and Justice Richard O'Connor. 

Bro. Sir Samuel Walker Griffith was initiated in 
the "Victoria Lodge" No. 1 186, English 
Constitution (now No. 10, Queensland 
Constitution) on August 22, 1865. He was 
installed Master of this 1,Qdge in 187 1. He was 
also a member of '"Lodge Hiram" No. 286, Irish 
Constitution (now No. 9, Queensland 
Constitution). He was District Grand Registrar 
for the District Grand Lodge of Queensland, 
English Constitution in  1871 and District Senior 
Grand Warden the following year. He was 
installed as Provincial Grand Master for 
Queensland of the Irish Constitution in 1893. 
Australia issued a two value set on September 2, 
2003, to commemorate the Centenary of the 
High Court of Australia. Bro. Griffith is pictured 
on the 50c value; "Justice" is illustrated on the 
$1.45 value. 

-Article, stamp and First Day Card 
provided by Bro. Eddie Levey ofMilura, 
Victoria, Australia 

****************************************************** 
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CIVIL WAR MASONIC ENVELOPES 
Our Unit President� Bro. Gene Fricks, has sent in some copies of Civil War envelopes 
which are embellished with Masonic designs. Unfortunately, neither he nor I are 
knowledgeable of these items and ]ook forward to inputs from our readers. The paper 
characteristics and the decals appear to be from that period but we are not positive. Any 
assistance wi11 be appreciated. 

,•. '"'''"""'"'· · ,  

****************************************************** 
MORE COVERS FROM THE MASONIC ACADEMY 

Bro. Matthieu Regoor of the Netherlands has issued some additional Masonic covers 
under the auspices of The Masonic Academy. This group is not associated with the 
Masonic Study Group of the Netherlands, De Getande Rand, even though Bro. Regoor is 
a member. The price of the covers is E3. 70 each but Bro. Regoor wou]d rather exchange 
for other covers. If enough of the members indicate that they would like to participate in 
a trading arrangemen� I would be glad to serve as the focal point to reduce postage costs. 
Please let me know. These covers honor J. F. Willems, H. Boerhaave and A. R Falck. 

,.,.-,,. .. , .. , 
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JOHANN KEPLER LA YATER 
(1741-1801) 

Switzerland issued a stamp in 1941 to note the 200th BJrth Anniversary of 
this noted Physiognornist (able to judge character from facial 
characteristics). Theologian and Poet. He is credited with being a Mason 
through a reference to him in Volume 7 of the A. Q. C. publication: 
Diethelm Lavater ( 1743-1826) was the acknowledged leader of the Craft in Switzerland 
for upward of 50 years. John Henry Lavater, a widely traveled Freemason and Swiss 
physician, was Diethelm's nephew. John Henry's father was Johann who is stated to have 
been «aJso a Freemason though not a medical practitioner". No Lodge details are given 
for him. 

Born in Zurich, he took Protestant Orders in 1769. He became known by a volume of 
poems "Swiss Songs" (1767) and his "Prospect of Eternity" (17768-7) is characterized by 
religious enthusiasm and mysticism. He attempted to elevate Physiognomy into a science 
in five volumes written between 1 789 And 1798 - «Essays on Physiognomy" designed to 
promote the knowledge and love of mankind. While attending the wounded during the 
capture of Zurich (1.799), he himself received a serious woW1d from which he later died. 

-Thanks to the Magazine of Masonic Philatelic Club ( of Great Britain) from 
which this was borrowed. ******************************************* 

INTERESTING MASONIC INSURANCE CARD -FROM. CANADA 
Your Editor has gathered quite a co!Jection of the Masonic 1nsurance Assessment cards 
from the 19th Century but almost all of them were from the US. This one from Canada 
caught my eye and I was successful in the eBay auction, 

,-,-------------.. 

(iL"XAJJA l' 0 ['l T C,Utll 

1HE ,100'1uss OIHY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS Sll)E, 

7;; (g1�zi_d_.i1f� 
»f- �/4f 

******************************************************** 
MASONIC STUDY UNIT OF THE AMERICAN TOPICAL ASSOCIATION 

President Editor & Secretnry�Treasurer 
E.E."Genc" Fricks Robert A Domingue 
25 Murray Way 59 Greenwood Rd. 
Blackwood, NJ080l2 Andovcr, MA 01810 
g_enefricks@mrodigy.net rnQJ}nl@comcast.net 

Annual Membership: $10.00 -USA, $12.00 - Canada & Mexico; $16.00 - All Other 
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JOHN WILKES 
(1727-1797) 

"FRIEND OF LIBERTY" 
A USPS postal card cancelled 100 years ago on Washington's Birthday honoring 
Brother/President McKinley. It may be addressed to the Presiding Master at Shickshinny, 
PA or a person by the name of P. Master. The reverse side of the card cites the price of 
the Wilkes-Barre Semi-Weekly Paper as being one dollar a year. The city of Wilkes
Barre lies in North East Pennsylvania and was incorporated in 1871. Once a great 
anthracite mining center during the early I 900s, it was named for 1 8th Century English 
politicians, John Wilkes and Isaac Barre who defended the American Colonies. The city 
lies on the Susquehanna River and was badly damaged by hurricane Agnes in 1972. 

WILKESBF,l<Rt, 
HB22��•� = T  

John Wilkes was a member of Parliament from 1 757 to  1764 and served as Lord Mayor 
of London in 1 774. He championed the Colonial rights in the American Revolution. He 
was put in prison several different times and while there in 1769 he was supposedly made 
a Mason - although this fact is disputed by some. 

Article submitted by Bro. Stan Longenecker, cover from his Washington's 
Birthday collection ************************************************** 

ONEIDA MASONIC LODGE #736 SPECIAL MASONIC CANCEL 
Authorized for use on October 1 1, 2003 for their Centennial Celebration 

NElJlA MIi.SONiC LOUGE -
YF.ARS At<NIVERSAflY ST,\'f[Ol'I 

t91l.1-lO!l 
OOOHF-Rll,lQIU 
ONJ:IDAKV<W!IJJ 

i«,o,,rt; '• tboinqre 
59=' R<l 
/llitOVl':ll 1'-" o,a1q 

Ul,-,.,Jii,,l,,"/!!1-,,-.fi,,,!l,,,,i!,,,/i,IJ.Ll,,/.,LI 

******************�**'1<4<************************* 
Editorial Comment: It wi1l be noted in the listing of the Unit Officers that I am 
"assuming" the role of Secretary-Treasurer in the wake of Bro. Otto's passing. This is 
prompted by the fact that I also had signature authority for the checking account and also 
maintained an active version of the membership list. We will see how this works out but 
if anyone reaJly wants the job, please Jet me know and we can discuss it. 
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AUSTRIAN MASONIC COVERS 
Bro Herbert Sehmid-Korlath of the Austrian Masonic Stamp Club has forwarded his 
recently issued Masonic covers. Information on their acquisition can be obtained from 
him at Hackenberggasse 29/33/3, A-J J 90 Wien, Austria . .....-=='-------------� 

Forscliurig,log,, Quatu.,,. C.ronoll 
N•n-<'.l,10.,..1ch 

*******'�**********************·"'***************************** 
LEWIS AND CLARK ALL PURPOSE COVER 

Bro. Stan Longenecker has prepared 
an all purpose cacheted cover for use 
with the many 2004 Lewis and Clark 
stamps and special cancels 
commemorating their journey. If 
members would like this cachet for 
their cancel gathering, they are 
available from him for 50 cents each 
plus a #10 SASE at 930 Wood St., 
Mount Joy, PA 17552. Stan's article 
on Bro. Lewis and Clark will appear 
in the next issue of the Newsletter. 

<:l,ewis 
& 

Gfark 
********************************************************* 

INTERESTING MASONIC CANCEL 
This Masonic Cancel was applied to a ----------------. 
picture post card mailed from Anglesea, NJ 
in 1912. Cancels of this type normally were 
used during the 19ili Century or in the 1 930s. 
It is definitely a desirable item and 
undoubtedly has a very interesting 
background - if we only knew. 
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NEW ISSUES 
The fo1Iowing new issues of Masonic note were announced in the philatelic media . 

. May 13, 2003 -Philippines -A polinario Mabini - 100th Death Anniversary. One value. 

June 19, 2003 - Philippines -Jose P. Rizal's Roots in Fujian, China. Two values 
Oct. 8, 2003 -Italy- Vittoria Alfieri - 200th Death Anniversary. One value 
Jan. 28, 2004 (?)- Cuba- Jose Marti. Four values showing his birthplace and portraits. *************************************************** 

MASONIC COVERS FROM. IRELAND 
Bro. Frank Elliott has shared some of his Special Event Covers prepared for his Lodge 
activities in Northern Ireland. Anyone interested in acquiring any of them should contact 
him at 11  Wood End, Holywood, Belfast BT IS 9PN Northem Ireland. 

Gnaod Council of .Knlghl Mosons 

l.i\TIIARNA COUNCJLOFKNIGHTMASONS No. 59 
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M::;:�:�!=L!
ON 
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