
MASONRY AND POLITICS 

By RICHARD H. CURTIS, 33
° 

So accustomed have we become to 
the national conventions of the major 
political parties in the United States 
that we can easily forget that the con
ventions have not always been a part of 
the political scene. In fact, the first 
national nominating convention was held 
in 1831 by a little-known "third" party. 

The Anti-Masonic political party was 
a first in many ways. It was the first to 
announce a platform, the first to hold a 
nominating convention, and the first 
"third" party on the American national 
political scene. 

The Federalists (led by George Wash
ington and John Adams) had faded by 
1816 but later reappeared as the Na
tional Republicans. During the mid-
19th century this group became known 
as the Whigs and later became the 
Republican party. 

The Antifederalists became known 
as the Democratic-Republicans ( also 
known as the Jeffersonians and Jack
sonians). By 1840 this group officially 
adopted the name of the Democratic 
party. 

Although the U.S. Constitution does 
not provide for the existence of a politi
cal party system, there have always 
been differences of opinion beginning 
with the Federalists, who supported the 
Constitution, and the Antifederalists, 
who opposed it 

The short-lived Anti-Masonic party 
appeared to be an outgrowth of the 
"Morgan incident" in New York. Ma
sonry's dissenters used the incident to 
transform their moral crusade into a 
political party. The key instigator in 
the New York hotbed was Thurlow 
Weed, amanwithulteriormotives. Weed 
seemed to prefer to work behind the 
scenes rather than offer himself as a 
candidate for public office. His attempts 
to discredit Freemasonry were perhaps 
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outweighed by his desire to wield influ
ence over the political process. 

Anti-Masonic sentiment was par 
ticularly strong in New York's Genesee 
County but rapidly spread throughout 
the state. It is interesting to note that 
Olive Branch Lodge in East Bethany 
was the only one of 16 lodges in the 
county to outlive the torment It retained 
its charter, published the intention of 
doing so in the local press, and actually 
initiated two candidates in 1830. State
wide, the number of lodges in New York 
dropped from 480 lodges with 20,000 
members in 1825 to 82 lodges with 
3,000 members in 1832. 

In W28, The New York Anti-Masons 
held several conventions to select their 
first gubernatorial candidate. The pri
mary choice, Francis Granger, refused 
their offer and accepted the nomination 
from another party. The Antis held 
another convention and picked Solomon 
Southwick, a former Mason and the 
editor of the Albany National Obser
ver, a vehicle well-known for castigat
ing Masonry. As the campaign rolled 
on, Weed became disenchanted with 
the convention pick and withdrew his 
support Southwick managed to win 
12% of the vote, which prevented any
one from receiving a plurality and thus 
allowed Martin Van Buren to be elected 
governor with less than a majority. The 
Antis did elect four state senators and 
17 Assemblymen. 

Interest was growing in other states, 
and the New York convention of Anti 
Masons in 1829 called for a national 
convention to be held in Philadelphia 
on September 11, 1830, the fourth anni 
versary of the abduction of William 
Morgan. 

When the session convened in 1830, 
there were 96 delegates representing I 0 
states and the Territory of Michigan. 
New York, with 26 delegates, dominated 
the convention, which lasted for six days. 

Another hotbed, Pennsylvania, had 25 
delegates, and Massachusetts had 15. 
Other states with smaller represen
tations were Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, New Jersey, Maryland, Dela
ware, and Ohio. 

Some came prepared to nominate a 
presidential ticket immediately. Others 
wanted no part of the nominating pro
cess but preferred merely to voice a 
protest against Masonry. New York 
wanted to wait a year, and that is exactly 
what happened. 

When 111 delegates gathered in Balti
more for a second convention on Sep
tember 26, 1831, New York again 
dominated with 38 delegates, followed 
by Pennsylvania with 28 and Massachu
setts with 14. Although Michigan had 
no representation this time, two new 
states, Maine and New Hampshire, 
were added. 

There were many names tossed around 
for consideration as the presidential 
nominee for the Anti-Masons. A strong 
possibility was Sen. Henry Clay of Ken
tucky. Clay was also the obvious choice 
of the National Republicans, and some 
felt that the dual nomination would help 
to defeat President Andrew Jackson, a 
Past Grand Master of Tennessee. 

Clay, of course, had been Grand 
Master of Kentucky in 1820 but had 
demitted from his lodge in 1824 for 
"lack of interest." He had been an un
successful presidential candidate in 1824 
and did indeed win the nomination of 
the National Republican party in 1832, 
but his refusal to denounce Masonry 
finally turned off the hard-nosed Anti
Masons. 

Another contender was Richard Rush 
of Pennsylvania. Rush had served as 
Attorney General under James Madison 
and Secretary of the Treasury under 
John Quincy Adams. In 1828 the Na
tional Republicans chose him as Adams' 
running mate in a losing cause. As a 



Then, the "Morgan incident" occured! 
Morgan was arrested on September 

11, 1826 on a complaint by Ebenezer 
Kingsley, a Mason, for stealing wear
ing apparel. A group of Masons took 
him to Canandaigua, N. Y., while others 
searched his house, without success, 
for the manuscript 

Upon arrival at Canandaigua, Mor
gan was acquitted of the charge. How
ever, he was immediately rearrested for 
a debt of $2. l O and locked up in an 
Ontario County jail. The next morn
ing, a third party paid the debt and Mor 
gan was released This time, the original 
group that apprehended him in Batavia 
the previous day seized him again and 
took him to Fort Niagara He was placed 
in a powder magazine there on Septem
ber 15, 1826. His fate has numerous 
alternatives, but none can be precisely 
confirmed 

There are three most common stories 
of Morgan's fate. First, he was turned 
over to an Indian chief and a Mason, 
and was put to death. There is no further 
information available on this story. The 
second story is that he was sent to Can
ada, given money, and told not to return. 
There are alleged spottings throughout 
the world which suggest this might have 
happened, but details are sketchy. The 
third and most widely accepted story is 
that Morgan was drowned in the Niagara 
River. It is alleged that on September 
15, 1926, he was taken from Fort Niag
ara, placed in a boat, and subsequently 
thrown overboard. 

The tale continues with the dis
covery of a body in the Niagara River 
onOctober20, 1827. It was presumed 
to be that of Morgan, was transported 
to Batavia, and buried. Shortly there
after, word was received that maybe the 
body was that of another drowning vic
tim. Thus, the body was promptly ex
humed and reviewed by Mrs. Morgan, 
a dentist, and one Thurlow Weed. All 
agreed it was, in fact, Morgan. ( It is 
appropriate to note, at this point, that 
Thurlow Weed was a politician active 
in establishing the anti-Masonic move
ment When the body was reviewed, he 
was quoted as saying, "It's good enough 
Morgan until after the election.") 

Later, suspicion was again aroused. 
One Timothy Monroe of Canada had 
drowned on September 18, 1827 -one 
year after Morgan's disappearance. Now 
the body was once again exhumed. This 
time the family of Monroe identified the 
body and took it back to Canada. This 
left Morgan's "lamentable fate" unclear. 
However, Weed was still convinced 

that Morgan had been killed. Using the 
Morgan incident as a cause, he con
tinued to be the chief organizer of the 
anti-Masonic movement and the anti
Masonic political party. 

The effect of Weed and others was 
immense, as is pretty much common 
knowledge today. Some examples: 
• More than 140 anti-Masonic papers 

were written. 
• Weed toured village after village 

and organized men, conventions 
and resolutions. 

• The residents ofElbo, N. Y., resolved 
on March 3, 1827, not to support 
any candidate or preacher who was 
a Mason. 

• In Covington, N. Y., it was resolved 
on March IO, 1827, that Masons 
were unfit for public office. 

• The Baptist Church established 15 
reasons to denounce Masonry. 

• The anti-Masonic political party held 
a national convention in Philadel
phia on September 11, 1830. 

• That party supported a candidate 
for President of the U.S. in 1832. 

The State of Vermont was probably 
impacted by the movement greater than 
anywhere else. The effect was essen
tially complete. Examples: 
• Every lodge either gave up its char

ter or was dormant. 
• The Grand Lodge met in January, 

1836 (having only missed its annual 

meeting in 1835). It did not meet 
again until 1848. 

• In 1832, Vermont was the only State 
in the Union to cast all of its elec
toral votes for the anti-Masonic 
candidate for President 

• William A Palmer was elected gov
ernor of Vermont in 1831 as an 
anti-Masonic party candidate. He 
was reelected three times. 

• William Slade, activist in the anti
Masonic political party, later be
came governor of Vermont in 1844 
as a Whig candidate. 

The developments surrounding Wil
liam Morgan's disappearance merely 
added fuel to the fire for the existing 
wave of 19th-century anti-Masonic 
sentiment 

Faith, courage and conviction were 
but a few of the traits that bound Masons 
together, kept the fraternity alive during 
that period of strife, and brought it back 
to fruition. Although the events listed 
above show a vigorous start to an anti
Masonic movement, there was a lack of 
a sustained drive for it to continue. In 
fact, the drive can be pretty much nar
rowed down to a single person -Thur
low Weed Even in 1882, he was in 
court accusing Masons who had alleg
edly been involved in the Morgan inci
dent. But others had long deserted the 
movement Even Governor Slade's son 
was made a Mason in 1862. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Ill.'. William Ralph Ward, 33
° 

m.·. and Rev. W. Ralph Ward, 33°, an Active Emeritus Member of the Supreme Council 
and fonner Grand Prior, died on June 28, at the age of 79. 

A graduate of Baker University in Kansas and Boston University School of Theology, 
Dr. Ward entered the Methodist ministry in the Texas Conference and became a full mem
ber of the New England Southern Conference in 1932. In that Conference he served 
churches in East Weymouth, Mass., Hingham, Mass., Newport, RI., and Manchester, 
Conn., and was transferred to the Pittsburgh Conference in 1948. He was elected Bishop in 
1960 and assigned to the Syracuse Area. He was assigned to the New York Area in 1972 
and served there until his retirement in 1980. Upon retirement, he moved to Convent Sta
tion, N.J., and became Bishop in Residence at Drew University. In 1975-76, he had served 
as president of the Council of Bishops of the United Methodist Church. 

He married the former Arleen Burdick in 1933. They had three sons. 
n1.·. Brother Ward was raised a Master Mason at Manchester Lodge No. 73, Manches

ter, Ct., in 1943, and transferred toBellefield Lodge No. 680, Pittsburgh, Pa, in 1951. He 
was chaplain fort he Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, I 952-60. His York Rite membership is 
in Dormont, Pa., and Carnegie, Pa 

Dr. Ward began his Scottish Rite career in the Valley of Pittsburgh in 1952 and transferred 
his membership to the Valley of Syracuse in I 963. He received the 33° in I 967 and was 
apointed Grand Prior of the Supreme Council in I 975. He was elected an Active Member 
of the Supreme Council in 1982 and became an Active Emeritus Member in I 984 at the age 
of 75. 
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Representatives of the Sudbury militia 
(top left) and His Majesty's First Bat
talion of the Royal Marines ( top right) 
add color to the festivities. 

Fiddler Lynne Manring (left) pro
vides music for folk dancing. 

(Bottom left) Children in colonial dress 
accompanied the Sudbury militia. 
(Bottom right) Blacksmith Ken Hamil
ton demonstrates his skills. 
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WILLIAM MORGAN 

The 'Morgan I ncidenf 
And Its Aftermath 

By ROGER L CROUSE, 32
° 

Masonry's critics seem to attack the 
fraternity from a position of ignorance 
and a lack of knowledge about its prin
ciples and purposes. The recent wave 
of excitement ranges from politicians to 
religious leaders. Yet this would not be 
the first attempt to discredit the frater
nity. Over the years there have been 
many attacks on Freemasonry. Perhaps 
the incident involving William Morgan 
in 1826 bad the greatest impact on the 
craft. It was also highly controversial 

William Morgan, who's he? A Mason? 
A Captain in the service? Clean cut? 
Rough looking? None ofus can answer 
these questions for sure. However, the 
history of Masonry was impacted greatly 
by this man and the legend built around 
his Masonic involvement We may not 
know who this man Morgan was, but 
the term" Morgan incident" should open 
the eye of most every Mason. 

William Morgan was born in Culpep
per County, Virginia, in 177 5 or 1776; 
it is not clear which year. Historical re
cords state numerous occupations each 
of which met with some form of failure. 
For example, he is alleged to have been 
a brewer in York Upper Canada, but 
the plant burned. Another occupation 

ROGER L CROUSE. 32°, is a Past Thrice Potent 
Master, Past Sovereign Prince, and Past Most 
Wise Master in the Valley of Burlington and is 
currently an officer in Vermont Consistory. 
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"The abductors of Morgan were as much without excuse 
as though they had not been Masons, and their crime was 
never palliated nor defended by the fratemity in general, 
nor by the Grand Lodge in particular, nor was there even a 
dollar of the funds appropriated, knowingly, to aid or 
shield the guilty." 

was printing in Batavia, N. Y.; how
ever, he apparently deemed himself a 
failure. It was this latter occupation 
which spawned the Morgan Incident 
and is generally felt to be a major, if not 
the only, contributor to the anti-Masonic 
movement of that time. 

His character has been questioned. 
In fact, drawings depict him both as 
clean cut and rough. He was often re
ferred to as "Captain," but it is not 
known whether that was due to military 
service or to a reflection of his lowness 
of character (the term "captain" was 
frequently used in that period of time to 
refer to the lowest character in town). 

Even his Masonic career is ques
tioned. It is not known where or when, 
if ever, he was made a Mason. However, 
upon locating in Batavia, N.Y., in 1825, 
he gained admission to that Lodge and 
was active. It is also known that he 
received the Royal Arch degree in Wes
tern Star Chapter No. 33 at LeRoy, 
N. Y., that same year. Finally, docu
ments show that he signed a petition to 
organize a Royal Arch Chapter in Bata
via, but another petition was drawn up 

-F,0111 ,upttt:11 d�liffn1li11 l8J1 bpJ•
Haffllll, Grad Sffl'fllll7-.ftM Grad I.-. 
,d'New York(/829-45) 

without his name. Could this have been 
a reflection of his character? 

At this point, Morgan had at least 
two motives for taking his next step. 
Because of his troubles obtaining sus
tained and profitable employment, he 
needed a way to make money. In addi
tion, having been refused admission to 
charter membership in the Royal Arch 
Chapter could have caused Morgan to 
have resentment and a desire to "get 
even" with Masons. Exactly what the 
motivation was is unclear but was most 
likely a function of his character. 

Morgan announced he was going to 
publish an expose on Masonic ritual. 
He teamed with a Colonel David Miller, 
a publisher, to follow through with his 
efforts. Colonel Miller had received 
the Entered Apprentice degree, but had 
not progressed further. It is also indi
cated in historical accounts that his 
character was similar to that of Morgan. 
Thus it was that manuscripts were drawn 
and printing commenced Two myster
ious attempts were made to bum the 
printing establishment, located in Bata
via, in September, I 826. Both failed. 
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the purpose for which it was being 
used. While adhesive revenue stamps 
did not come into use in this country 
t:ntil 1862, we ha'"e noticed one or 
two of our 1851 and our 1857 postage 
stamps used on checks or other small 
c.!ocuments. We ha\"e read of a 5c 1847 
so used but it had been replaced by 
a new issue O\·er ten years before 
its appearance on the check. Evident
ly someone had a copy left e.nd 
thought' they could use it for this 
purpose. 

The 1861- 1862 le Franklin, 2c Jack
son and 3c Washington are rather 
common used as revenues. The higher 
denominations are somewhat scarce 
although we have noted several 30c 
rnrieties so used. We do not recall 
ever hearing of a S0c denomination 
so used. These stamps can generally 
be recognized even off the document 
for they are cancelled in manuscript 
with initials plus a date. We have 
ne

1ver seen a stamp used for postal 
pur:poses so cancelled. 

These side lines of philately are 
often of interest to the collector who 1 
might be discouraged by the magni
tude of a general U. S. collection. 
They are always of interest. when 
shown in an exhibition for they cover 
a portion of philately not generally 
presented. There are C!Uite a few of 
these so-;alled side lines and many 
collections today are being built on 
!:uch a basis. 

Vignettogram 14 

THOMAS EWING 
1789-1871 

The ,,;gnette of Thomas Ewing ap
pears on the 1940 to date two dollar 
documentary, stock transfer, and sil
\"er tax stamps. 

A statesman, born in Ohio County, 
Virginia,. December 28, 1789, Ewing, 
in 1792 mo\·ed \dth his parents to 
Ohio. In his routh he prepared him
self for college by ni!;ht-study while 
employed in the Kanawha salt works. 
Jn 1815 he graduated at Ohio lini
Yersity at Athens, receidng the first 
degree of A. B. ever conferred in that 
State. He was called to the bar in 
1816, and was U. S. Senator from 
Ohio (1?31-37 and 1850-51). U. S. 

Pa.ge I 

Secretary of the 1're:isury (1� 
under Harrison, he later became 
retary of the Inlerior under Ta} 
(184!l). He _was the father of � 
Thomas Ewmg and father-in-la" 
Gen. \V. T. Sherman. He died Oc� 
26, 1871. 

-William Norris, ARA � 

INDIA FISCAL CANCELLATIO. 
By Jal Cooper 

Collectors often wonder about t 
c,rigin of three postmarks found 
Indian high value stamps: "P.M.(l 
"Treasury" and "\Vireless" and a! 
whether stamps with these !)(' 
marks . can be considered · pos 
used. 

The Treasury postmark, the ol 
found on Queen and Edwardian 
sues is a departmental postmark'i:� 
when adjusting accounts between tlf 
Treasury and Postal department. n. 
sbamps are affLxed on stateme-: 
;;nd cancelled, doing no postal -
revenue service. 

The "P.M.G."- (.Postmaster-Ge!II'« 
al) postmarks were introduced in •lia 
reign of Kin:,:- George V and ,r 
used for cancelli1:g stamps affLxed 
radio licenses as well as for pbst1 
accollnting purposes. 

The "Wireless" p-ostmark is i»". 
to large offices in towns like Bo 
1:-ay, Calcutta and Madras for excl 
ive use in cancelling stamps affix 
to radio licenses. 

Thus, it will be obsen·ed that 
stamps with these postmark� mt 
be called fiscallr used. 

REVENUE STAMP 
EXPERIME�TS 

During Cil'il \Var days, the gci,· 
crn:nent was ac:gravated by the r 
use of revenue -stamps, and exJ><or!
ments were conducted regularly 
ward stamps · that would withsl.4e 
efforts to recondition them. An Ir· 
teresting item in this catefory is .l 
$15 blue, "Mortgage," of the first 
sue printed on a Yery hea ,·y paper-. it may have been a proof-fully � -
forated and gummed. The face of 
stamp was coated with shellac a:: 

I)ecem.bel' US' 

'bed in pen and ink, "Cancelled. 
., 23 '6:; " ("B & C" were C Nov. • u. 

, :tials of Butler & Carpenter, 
1�.�s I who held the contract to 

:. 'II t�e stamps. Apparently an
- effort to prevent the re-use 

�e stamps, but not adopted. 
t -George Sloane. 

listings ir 
the price 
Forbin is 
1::rence wo 
issues. 

CA 

toREIGN. FISCAL INTEREST 
Zc Propri 

': Wm. W. Wy�e T•aylc 
h f. d f · 2c Bank i 

fl- collector \\' o rn s ore1gn 
e stamps must not develop cancE 

'illusions to their_ value. While 2c Bank 
Junie plenty of interest, there 2c Bank 

0 few actual collectors that the 2c Bank 
\e: is distinctly limited. Zc USIR 

fly this century there was e- � ��J 
g\ interest in fis�al . stamps to 

RR \-.� possible the pubhcat1on of three 
2c USIR :is of A. Forbin's "Catalogue 

Courant de Timbres Fiscaux," amp· 
after World War I continental 2c USIR 
11t in revenues diminished and RR 
•, been no general catalog since 2c USJR 
'forbin catalog ap�eared in 191_5. 2c USIR 

od y any editions of the Forbm Hud 
o� command a considerable 2c USIR 
lum in the U. S. philatelic liter- · 4c Inlan 

market, fqr even though the • · RR 

vvy Specialized Collection Should 
Include 

. S. �ssays and Proofs 
The Gems of Philately 

U. S. Revenue Proof• 
Are Very Beautiful 

were dbtrlbuted to phllatellats 
\"Pt 1n the files o! Contractor Jos. 

Carpenter um.l.l sord E. B. Sterllng 
"4. I no,w have. all that remains 

ttila lot. Oroers trom my Price List 
pUy tilled. Some large blocks as 

• Pieces and some complete uncut 
• ot card proofs available of Sec
Third and Proprietary Issues. Al
Ye ·some U. S. Revenue Essays le 

fJ"'· 
4 10c ·fo; 16 p, illustrated Priceliat 

CLARENCE W. BRAZER 
Boie 70 (H), Flushing, Now York 

We r.i 
ReYenue 
multiple 
an exec 
imperfo 
thing g· 
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1940 t< 
cut or 
"325" 
S. Pos 
us·ed. 

45 Tei 

1000 United States and Forei: 
�s high and row values, airs, dues, coils, 

Approvals only on r1 
Homer Boster, R. R. 7. Chil 
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let's go, let's all sign- up in the Brit
ish Section. To be a member, you 
must be a member of the A. R. A. 
No dues, etc. Cont.act ·me at the above 
address, giving me your A. R. A. 
number, what you collect, i! you have 
:iny British reYenues to trade or sell, 
and what are they. 

Gei on the band wagon and sign 
tip in the British Section A. R. A. 

Fr2.ternally, 
Frank J. Iarriccio #407 

Chmn. Br. Section A.R.A. 
50 Poplar Street 
Yonkers, N.ew York 

(Vignettogram 13) 
LEVI WOODBURY 

1789-185-1 
Woodbury appears on the one dol

lar documentary, stock transfer and 
silver tax stamps. 

Born at Francistown, New Hamp
shire, D&emlber 22, - 1789. Woodbury 
graduated at Dartmouth College with 
the highest honors of the class in 
1809 and entered the law school of 
Judge Reeves and Gould at Litch
field, Conn., that year. He was ad
mitted to the bar, and commenced 
practice in his native tov.-n in 181-2. 
He was an earnest Democrat, and 
zealously supported the war then de
clared against Great 'Britain. He soon 
attained political distinction, and be
came eminent as a lawyer. In 1816, 
at the age of twenty-seven, he was 
appointed a judge of the supreme 
court of the State. 

In 1823 he was elected Governor of 
New Hampshire; in 1825 elected 
Speaker of the state House of Rep
resentatives, and thence went to the 
Senate of the U. S. In May 1831 he 
was appointed Secretary of the Navy, 
and in 1834 was Secretary of the 
Treasury by Pres. Jackson. He re
r.1iained in the last-named position till 
the close of Mr. Van Buren's admin
istration in 1841, when he was elect
ed again to the U. S. Senate. In 1845 
he declined the mission to England, 
and was appointed a Justice of the 
U. S. Supreme Court, which position 

' he held until his death, September 
4, 1851. 

For his part in the celebrated Sen
ate debate on Foote's resolubion in 

Pag� J :_ 

1829-30 he was pronounced by' 
Benton ''the rock of the New 
land Democracy"; and was cons • ous _ also in the . memorable "ca 
session of 1841 m defending the 
d_ependent t:easury system which 
first established under his aa� 
tration of the Treasury Deparrnie 
Also in defeating the banking. 1 
tern proposed by Mr. Clay, and 1 
proposed ,by Mr. Tyler's admini3 
tion. He was known for his thoro 
ness in his investigations. 

-William Norris, AR..\ 

PLAYING CARD DOUBLE PR.Ee! 
"El" Hubbard 

4526 Katherine, Sherman Oaks 
Charles H. Hermann· shows 1one 

the f.airly recent long coil Playi: 
Card stamps with what appears,to !le 
a double precancellation. 

This is not a true double print � 
was probably caused by the t;11e 
ing too high, bringing a•':;out -what 
called a "double kiss." After the fr 
impression, the paper in turn1ng' tl"I 

OFFICIAL BAL 

()Uicers and regional representatives in 
Officers for 1954-5. Regional represe1 

t� alternate position each election year. 

All BA!;DOT.S are to be sent to M: 
101241 Samoa Av�., Tujunga, Calif. 
Committee. 

Mr. G 
Weeh: 

Mr. E 
Shern: 
Mr. 1-
New 

John 
Chica, 

the printing machine momerltan::,-
struc-k ( or "kissed") the inked tJr __ _,.,..• 
again. This 1':ould not have happen 
if the type had not been too--hi;; 

Mr. r, 
New · 

for proper clearance. 
The electrotypes used in precan.et' 

ing these and other stamps are n, 
checked carefully for height, so the�• 
can be considerable variance iti. t 
vertical position of the face of 
type. 

Every Specialized Collection Shou14 
Include 

U. S. Essays and Proo_fs 
The Gems of Philately 

U. S. Revenue Proofs 
Are Very Beautiful 

None were distributed to pb!J.atelll!t 
but kept ln the 1'iles ot Contractor JOlo 
R. Carpenter unrtJ.I sol'd E. B. Sterl!JIC 
in 188 t. I now have all that rema}l:f 
of tlhis lot. Orders from my Frie& LIii 
promptly filled. Some large bloeka 11 
Show PJ�es and some complete un(C! 
sheeits of car{! proofs ava!Ia,ble ot Ste
ond; ThJTd ancq Proprietary Issues . .U· 
1,0 have some U. S. Revenue Esss.Y" l· 
to $200. . , 
Send 10c for 16 p, illustrated Prietl 11 

CLARENCE W. BRAZER 
Box 70 (H), Flushing, New York 

Novoonber · 1� 

.Mr. C 
Weeh.: 

Mr. J 
Chica; 

Mr. I 
Chics; 

Mr. I 
Van 1 

Mr. S 
Los A 

Mr. F 
Medft 

REMINDER 

s for the 1954-55 season are now payable, 
»lease send along your check or money c 
&ave him the trouble of a follow-up reque 

8ecty.-'.).'rea:s. John S. Bobo, 2318 Augusu 





wiser, while corresponding with an 
elderly lady in New Orleans about 
Civil War covers and old postage 
.tamps. She submitted a half-sheet 
(18) of these 6¼c stamps which her 
father gave her when she was a little 
girl and she had in the back of her 
small stamp album for almost 70 
years. .Although the collection had 
i:>een looked at many times, nobody 
paid any attention or knew what they 
were. The other half-sheet had been 
given to her sister at the same time; 
and search brought that also to light. 
The two halves fitted togetber and 
showed that the complete sheet had 
been 36' stamps (6x6). This is the 
only large block of the stamps ever 
discovered. Half has since been 
broken up so that some of the col
lectors might complete taeir sets and 
the other half still rests in my per
sonal collection. 

The reason for the use of • the 
Masonic Emblem has never been satis
factorily established, despite much 
correspondence with the New Orleans
Grand Lodge and considerable search 
by them. It is possible that the Char
ity Hospital had a Masonic back
ground, or perhaps merely that some 
Member of the fraternity happened to 
be on the committee which had charge 
of the preparation and printing of the 
stamps. To those interested, a much 
more complete story of the stamps 
and of the famous Lottery may be 
found in "Stamps" of 3/28/42. 

(Vignettegram 12) 

ROGER BROOKE TANEY 
1777-1864 

The vignette of Taney appears on 
the current eighty cent documentary 
stock transfer and silver tax stamps. 

Born in Calvert County, Maryland, 
!\larch 17, 1777, Taney graduated at 
Dickinson College in 1795 then stud-

ied law and was admitted to 
in 1799. 

Originally belonging to the Fed�fl! party, he became, in 1824, a supportt; 
of Gen. Jackson, by whom in 1831 'h. 
was appointed U. S. Attorney-Gener.:. 
In 1833 he was nominated as Sect&. 
ta_ry of the Treasury in place of l!!r 
Duane, but the Senate refused to co firm the nomination, although he·1ia4 
for nearly nine months exercised tht 
functions of secretary. Chief-JustlC\ 
Marshall having died in 18.35, tllt 
President appointed Mr. Taney as bis 
successor, and the administratio11. 
having secured a majority in the &en. 
ate, confir!J:led him in March, 1836, 
Taking his seat on the bench in the 
following January, he occupied it Ul!I! 
his death. In the administration ,! 
this office his most noted act was Jib 
decision in the Dred Scott Case !• 
1857. He died in Washington Octobe: 
12, 1864. A bronze statue of him wu 
ordered by the State of Maryland en,! 
was unveiled at Baltimore Decembu 
10, 1872. 

-William Norris, ARA24 

Every Specialized Collection Should 
Include 

U. S. Essays and Proofs 
The Gems ·of Philately 

U. S. Revenue Proofs 
Are Very Beautiful 

Korie were d1$trlburted to phllatellsta 
· bu-t kept in the files of Contractor Joa. 
R. Carpen:tea- u1lltll sol'd E. B. Sterllne 
in 188 t. I now have all that reme.lDJ 
of this lot. Orders from my Price LIil 
promptly filled. Some large bloc.ks u 
Show Pieces and some complete uncut 
sheets or card proof,i avallruble of Seo
ond. Th.ird and ProJ}rletary I�ues. Al· 
so have some U. S. Revenue Essays lt 
to $200. 
Send 10c f�r 16 p. illustrated Pricel!il 

CLARENCE W. BRAZER 
Box 70 (H), Flushing, New York. 

Revenue stamps are GAThTJNG in pop11tlarity, however, every day collectol1 
pass over rare revenues to buy cheap postage varieties at the same price or 
more! 

AMERICAN REVENUE ASSOCIATION 
To JOHN BOBO, 2318 Augusta Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 
Count me in. Here's $2 for ARA Membership which includes the Hollow Tret. 
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C•nducted by 

\sll Lee Miller, 2025 Rhode Island, Lawre1 

1• 1 have been quite busy :my o }l, USU8 , h l  k h . 
"th magic and sc. oo -wor . t ru 

1• �d to school about Septemb�r where 
W a sophomore in high school if Atlan

&JJ' f you were wondering. I have Hulse 
�eiving things for my collec- �7� f; 
regularly. I am sorry to say, 1 
• littli slow in sending out i1:1y Birmi 

to some of you who have ,vnt- plann 

for one. I told some of you that I sto 
uld have one for you several shops 

hs ago but I am just too busy with 
them' made. I will send them to that 

ne3 that have requested. them, some 
h to th &S soon as I get t em. 

ld most of yoti that I would t�ll it w: 
bout my vacation last month, 1_n close 
l!SUe but I see that the copy is ion. 

to be almost too long as it is, of m 
1 -;yiJl haYe to cut down quite a lot. Or 

� ju�t tell you the most interest- ter, 
things about my vacation. We had TopE 

nderful trip, and I got to see frorr 
magidans. The first on� :"'as ther 

Luray, in Vicksburg·, _M1ss1ss- bet\, 
You readers of TOPS will know he ' 
from several of his tricks. He but 

vile in the July, 1954 issue. We· the 
a short chat, and he gave me his vest 

{or his CHAMBER OF CHILLS stic 
le Show. From there, we went on N'e.ll 

to Florida, where I met a�d of l 
t<i with Georg,e LaFollctte ('!lush don 

Toy) in St. Peter!>burg. He gave Ral 
t,,rne o.f his advertising pieces, and cxa 

con 
off 

ard. From there, we went up 
DeLand, where I talked with 

•�, Rull (Volta). We had a nice yot 
!Uld he showed me a lot of his do� 
. He also gave me his auto- arc 
tll photo, and a lot of advertis- sor 

pieces. I got a lot of helpful thi 
,.. .. , .. autlons from him also. From. gic 

.�e went to Jacksonville, Flor- tri 
bat we weren't there long enough pr 

tbe Editor of Junior Magic, or ar, 

� TaQ  





prices of Tax Paids w,,re issued. 
There was a separate list for the 
beer stamp and two others covering 
the balance of the field. We had un
derstood some years ago that an all
inclusive catalogue was being pre
pared in New England and more re
cently, one from the Middle West. 
Neither has materialized. Our early 
bicolored beer stamps are among the 
most attractive ever prepared by our 
government and many were listed at 
c-nly a dollar or so are now almost 
unobtainable. We recall one of the 
early 1/3 bbls. catalog-u,ed at $25 that 
we would like to purchase at $60. 
Some years back when Deats, Cabot, 
Nast, Lord, , Vanderhoof, Applei;ate 
and others were active in the field 
there was considerable activity in the 
Tax Paid field. A new list with up-to
date prices would result in more in
terest. 

(Vignettograrn 11) 

WILLIAM JOHN DUANE 
1780-1865 

Duane is pictured on the 1940 to 
date fifty cent documentary stock 
transfer and silver tax stamps. 

An able lawyer and statesman, 
born at Clonmel, Ireland, in 1780. He 
practiced law in Philadelphia, and 
published, besides other works, "The 
Law of Nations Investigated in a 
Popular Manner" ( 1809). He was ap
pointed Secretary of the Treasury of 
the U. S. early in 1833, but was dis
missed from office i n  September of 
that year b:1r President Jackson, be
cause he also refused to remove de
posits of public money from the 
Bank of the U. S. He died Septembec 
27, 1865. 

-William Norris, ARA 24 

U. S. REYENUE COLLECTION GIV
EN TO SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE 

A remarkable colltctic>n of United 
-States revenue stamps has been trans
ferred to the Smithsonian Institute's 
Division of Philately by the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue, U. S. Treasury 
Department: The material includes 
essays of early revenue adhesives, die 

Page I 

· and plate proofs in black and o(! 
colors, and full books of later � 
sions as produced by the Bureau 
Engraving and Printing. 

This material, located in a vault 
Internal Revenue Service recenu,. 
was offered to Dr. Remington K 
ogg, Director, U. S. National M 
eum, representing the Smithsonit 
Institution, by T. Coleman Andrew;, 
Commissioner, of Internal Revenlll, 
on March 1 ,  and was accepted 1c, 
days later. • 

By this transfer a long-apparen 
gap in the National Postage St&J:. 
Collection has been mostly elimina� 
Com:nissioner Andrews has expressel 
his awareness of the fact that certui 
gaps remain to be filled, and has af. 
fered to eliminate such gaps, wbe,n 
possible, and to set up a procedl!l'I 
whereby new revenue material wit 
be added. 

In a supplementary move, the Bill' 
eau of Internal Revenue, with lb, 
cooperation of Dr. \Vayne C. Grovu, 
ArchiYist of the United States, lw 
transferred approximately 100 cub!. 
feet of internal accounting record. 
relating to the production and distri
bution of internal revenue staml" 
from 1862 to 1926 to the Smithson-
ian's Dh·ision of Philately. 

These records, 'which are of � 
mendous historical importance, ite:i> 
ize the quantities of stamps produCN 
and their distribution, to the govern
ment and to private match and medi
cine firms. 

According to Dr. Kellogg, the ac
tual revenue essays, pr�ofs, a� 
stamps will be mounted for publi: 
display as a special part of the Na
tional Postage Stamp Collection. Ap
proximately 70 double frames han 
been allotted to this ma terial-eac} 
acknowledging that the material has 
been transferred from Internal Rev• 
enue Service. 

- "FORBIN'S" TOPS $20 
Recently a copy of the 1915 editiol 

of Forbin sold for $28.50 at the auc
tion sale of Manne! Hahn's philate� 
library by ·wmiam R. Stewart c! 
Park Ridge, Ill., and in recent yeat1 
it is seldom that a copy has sold fOI 
less than $20. 

Curiously enough, these �igh prices 

or copies of the Forbm catalo_g 
f h·ch sold for about $1.50 when 1t 

( 1
1 
published in 1915) have been re

•iud at sales in the United States. 

htn in France there's little phil�-
Uc demand for copies of t'he Forbm 

1 
talog and British philatelic librar-

� · . A tl 
5 aeldom contain copies. pparen y 

,..hat interest there is in stamps. is
sJtd for paring , taxes and excises 
ttnters in this country. 

· -Wm. W. Wylie 

CUSTOMS STAMPS NOTES 
_by Bill . Larsen 

01 
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The regular four color customs 
bggage stam�, which have been in 
11 e since around 1940, have been re
placed by a new issue, while of the I 
pme general design and features, t 
t�ey are lithographed. They have th<! t 
ume general colors but, in general I 
are of° lighter shades, and the differ-
� is distinct. They are not quite 1 
1t attractive as are the earlier issue. 
U,o the set comes rouletted 7, the 
!! issue was perforated 11. The set 1 

appeared in the Fall of 1952, tho the , 
Id stamps were in use in the early 

put of this year in certain ports. 
The Bureau has followed a policy 
•hereby the Customs stamps have 
bten changed AT LEAST every ten 
tan since 1900, tho in the earlier 
) rs there were several issues, b;it 
tor different purposes. I imagine you 
collectors have noticed the letters G, 
R. B, and Y on these four stamps, 
&! you ever wonder what they stood 
t r? Well here it is, the R-Red, Y, 
YeUow, B-Black, and the Y-Yellow. 
'niu is for the printers in the Bur
ta11 to keep the numbers straight and 
' avoid any mixup. To date I haYe 
� unable to determine exactly why 
l!,- four different colors. I had su�-
ected it was for different types 0f 
Qage, but, recent developments 

Lite disproved this theory. Perhaps 

lennue stamps are GAINING in pop 
:" over rare revenues to buy cheap J 

lit . 

t · AMERICAN REVEN 
,.��ORN BOBO, 2318 Augusta Blvd., C 
·-t Ille in. Here's $2 for ARA Meml 

.,Ll.Ow ftU 
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J., Vt. and tho�e using Ltquor � 
(ex:cept Ga., Mmn., N. Y., Ohio p 
which have used both). LIQUo� S�S-Ala., Ga., Id., Ia., Me., Midi, 
Minn., Mont., N. Hamp., N. Y, O� 
Ore., Pa., R. I., Wash., W. Va. LIi\ 
UOR TRANSFEiR-Col. LIVEsT90t 
REMEDY-Kansas. LOTTERY-� 
Md. LUXURY-Ariz. (Tobacco '-·-

t. 1 . , uccr, cosme 1cs, p aymg cards, etc.) MAL? 
-_Ark., I�., Ind., Kans., La., Mich.. 
Miss., Ohio, S. Da:k., Tenn. MEDIC. 
INAL LIQUOR-N. Y., Tex., W. V� 
Wisc. MIXED BEVERAGE--Ohlo.. 
OLEO-Ala., Ga., Idaho, Iowa ·Ky 
Mich., N. Dak., S. Dak. ("Butte; Su� 
stitute"), Tenn., Utah, Wisc. OIL
Fla., S. Car. ORANGE-Fla. OYS. 
TERS-S. Car. PAINT, VARNISH 
AND STAlN-N. C. PARIS GREEN 
-La. PEAT AND HUMUS-Fla. 
PLAYING CA:RDS-Ala. (See "Lux
ury Tax" and "Business License"). 
POWDERED MILK-Ga. PUNCH
BOARDS--ld., Mont., Ore. QU� 
Kan. REBATES---Utah. SALES-K:, 
Ohio. SCALLOPS-Va. SEED.....:.Fl.a; 
Minn. (see "Flower" and "Vegetable") 
SHRIMP-S. Car. SOFT DRIINKS
Ky., La., Pa., S. Car., W. Va. SPORT
ING GOODS-Ariz. STAMPED PA
PER-Nev. STOCK FOOD-W. Va. 
STOCK TRAJNSFER-Mass., Missou• 
ri ("Good Roads"), N. Y., Pa., Tex.; 
TANGERINE-Fla. TERRAPIN-S. 
Car. TOBACCO-,Ala., Ariz., La.; 
Miss., N. H., N. Mex., Okla., 1t L. 
Tenn. (See "Luxury Tax'' and ·"Baa
iness Tax"). TROUT AND GA:ME-:
N. Y. VEGETABLE AND FLOWER 
SEED-N. Car. WINE-Ariz., Ark., 
D. C., Ga., Ill., Ind., Kans., Ky., La.. 
Md., Mich., Mo., Neb., N. Mex., N. C.. 
Ohio, Pa., Tenn., Tex., Va., Wash., W. 
Va., Wisc. Wl-NE AND LIQUOR-
Colo., Minn., Nev. · 

Other state issued stamps exist 
which do not represent a payment pf 
tax, and others exist which bear state 
names but which were issued by pri'f'· 
ate "co-op" groups with the sanctioA 
of the state. Examples in the latter 
group are: Oregon-Washington "Mel
on and Tomato", Washington "Ap
ples" ( some issues) ,  and "Rlmbarb". 

We would be pleased to see exam· 
�!es of stamps which might 11ot be 
hste<I herein. 

.. _,,,,,.-

Vlgnettogram 10 
LOUIS McLANE 

1786-1857 
The vignette of Louis McLane ap

pesrs on the "Portrait" series 40¢ 
c1ocumentary, s-tock transfeT and sil
rtr tax 40¢ stamps. 

He was born at Smyrna, Delaware, 
l(ay 28, 1786; entered the navy as 
midshipman at the age of twelve and 
auised a year in the "Philadelphia", 
pursued studies at Newark college 
and Jaw with James A. Bayard. He 
was admitted to the bar in 1807. Ser
ved as a volunteer in 1814 in a com
pany commanded by Caesar H. Rod
ney, which marched to the defense o:f 
Baltimore from the threatened at
tack by the British and became rep
resentative in Congress 1817-27, vot• 
ing against the admission of slavery 
in Missouri OT in the Territories. Ad
unced to Senator 1627 and then sent 
by Pres. Jackson as minister to Eng
land May 1829 from whence he re
turned in 1831 to accept the post of 
Secretary of t,he Treasury. He was 
transferred in 1833 to the Depart
ment of State in consequence of his 
refusal to sanction the removal of 
public deposits from the Bank of the 
U. S. Retired to private life Jun�. 
1834, settling in Maryland. He acted 
as president of the Baltimore an:! 
Ohio Railroad during its completion 
ll)d early management 1837-47. He 
also accepted the mission to London 
to settle the Oregon difficulty June, 
1846, and later was a delegate to the 
o'>nstitutional convention of Maryland 
1850-51. He died October 7, 1857. 

"NARCOTIC'' HANDSTAMPS 
. !he handstamped naTcotic over

Pnnts exist in a wide variety and pre-

sent a very interesting field for the 
specialist. This writer is no authority 
but this is written mostly to inspire 
some reader to do furbher work on 
them. 

There are five distinct types ,1f 
handstamps, and po!!Sibly more. The 
most common is plain rather small 
capitals, with the word "Narcotic" 
measuring 15 mm. in length: Black, 
red or magenta on 1¢, 5¢, 10, and 50c, 
and possibly others. In addition, in
veTts and "double strikes" exist. One 
block of 15 of the one cent denomin
ati-0n which I have seen shows 11  nor
mal overprints and 4 inverts. 

Another overprint is 15 mm. in 
length in Celtic type wibh the "�" 
only capitalized. It is also inverted 
on the 3 cent and diagonal on the .i,: 
(both in magenta ink) . 

A third overprint is Celtic capitals, 
22 mm. long, across almost the entire 
stamp in magenta ink and exists in
verted on at least the 1 and 2 cent 
denominations. 

A fourth overprint is in Celtic type 
with the "N" only capitalized (dif, 
ferent from the one already mention
ed) in magenta ink; 19 mm. Jong on 
the 8 cent-and possibly others. An 
unusual feature is that the word 'Nar
cotic" is repeated three times, one 
above bhe others, on each stamp! 

A fifth overprint is like that first 
mentioned, except that it is shorter, 
appearing elongated. "Narcotic" is 
14 or 15 mm. long in magenta ink, 
but the unusual feature in this case 
is that the overprint is vertical, read
ing up. 

If some serious specialis.t would un
dertake the classification of these 
handstamps, it would be a valuable 
contribution to our revenue literature. 

-Newell Collins 

* * (End of this organization's section) * * 
ATTENTION 

COIN COLLECTORS 
: Foreign Coins . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . $1'. li> 
16 �w foreign coins . . . . . . . . . .... 1.10 
,20 :Ins trom 15 countries . . . . 1. to 
lr 

dlan· Head cents . . . . . . . . . .  1.CO 
. · S. Coin Value Guide . . . . . . . .  1.ao 

Joel Tillberg 
(HT) Proctoc, Vermont 

•ht BOLLOW TUtJI 

PACKETS 
1000 diff. World 95¢ 
5000 diff. $11.95 
10,000 diff. 44.50 

Send for new 1954 lists . 
JOHN J. HOURIGAN 

1500 Archer Road, N. Y. 62, N. Y. 

Pa111 9  
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b t:1e latter year. He was minister 
to England 1817-25 and negotiated 
treaties respecting fisheries (1818), 
the N. E. boundary, the Oregon ques
tion, and the slaves car.ried from the 
U. S. in British vessels after the 
Treaty of Ghent. Was Secretary of 
the Treasury under Pres. J. Q. Ad
ams 1825-29; and a candidate for the 
Vice-Presidency on - the ticket with 
Adams, 1828. Negotiated in Holland 
a loan for the corporations of the 
District· of Columbia, 1829, and was 
a commissioner to adjust the boun
dary between Ohio and Michigan in 
1836. He went to Great Britain in 
1836 as commissioner to lay claim in 
the chancery court to the Smithson
ian l'egacy and returned with the 
mone.y August 1838. He was minister 
in France 1847-1849, after which he 
spent his closing years in retirement 
a-t Sydenham, near Philadelphia, 
wh'ere he die.d July 30, 1859. 

SECRETARY McCULLOCH ON 
REVENUES 

Hugh McCulloch is on the 60 pound 
tobacco stamp of both 1871 and 1872 
the $1 1871 beer stamp, and also 0� 
an engraved stamp "Series 1940" for 
"Di1;tilled Spirits for Exportation"! 
Approximately 5"x2 2/8", these blue 
stamps are serially numbered in red. 

There are probably four printed to 
a sheet and lettered A, B, C, and n. 
The value expressed on the stamp is 
10¢. 

It is odd that McCulloch should be 
used on three different taxpai:l 
stamps, but evidently someone in 
Washington did not look back far 
enough when the liquor stamps were 
issued. Maybe he is entitled to two 
issues as he did serve under twa 
Presidents, Lincoln and Arthur. 

-Bill Norris 

What Do You Know About Revenue Stamps? 
Revenue stamps are GAI1\11NG in popularity, however, every day collectors 
pass over rare revenues to buy cheap postage varieties at the same price or 
more! 

AMERICAN REVENUE ASSOCIATION 
You'll GAIN MUCH MORE in Philatelic profit than the small yearly dues 

Fill Out and Mail This Blank IMMEDIATELY! 

To JOHN BOBO, 2318 Augusta Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 
Count me in. Here's $2 for ARA Membership . which includes the Hollow Tree. 

Name -------------------- -------- Address ----------- - --------
Specialties 
References 

* * (End of this organization's section) * * 
Commission Subscription Blanks for the Hollow Tree 

Subscription blanks are available. We extend your own subscription 
FOUR MONTHS for each new subscriber you get (includes any you pay for). 
This commission (50¢ each) will be paid in cash if your subscription is pafd 
up for a year, and to dealers. Please send postage at the rate of 2¢ for 50 or 
less, lt for each 25 over that. 

-MAGAZINE EDITORS-If you wish to advertise the Hollow Tree ($1.50 
per year), key our address with the initials of youl' magazine, as (Dept. ? ?) 
and send us a copy. You will be sent 50¢ for each subscription recnived bear
ing your "key". You may also advertise samples at 10¢ each and we will trY 
to keep track of each in case they subscribe within a reasonable length of 
time. 

MEMBERS ALL OVEP 
EXCHANGE OR CORRESPONC 

w 

Congo Fiji Hong Angola 
Jordan Kuwait Malta 

and many othe1 

Now $1.50 I 
(2 years payable at one time

Unused U. S. stamps (commemoratives pr·-

Better Service 

You receive a LARGE PRINTED membe 
other times when new ones are printed. 
countries, giving their complete_ names, a�< 
correspondence wishes-you write them _di: 
printed magazine containing club news, l 
� lists of additional new members, r1 
the �ga:rine and the membership list are 
bers. If you would like your picture print 
1f used, there will be no extra charge. 1 

wanting correspondence and/or hobby ex 
to others as soon as you get your comple,.: 

Compare cost and quality with s 

PLmA...<fE USE BLOCK LETTERS-Fill o· 
Miu 
l(ra!· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Vr: 
.lddresa: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  • • • • • • · · · · · 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  
Blrtb: Month: . . . . . . . .  Day: . . . . . .  Year: . .  . 
t Collect: · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  
W,IU Exchange: . . . . . . .  • • • • • • · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Check nere □ It correspondence Is want"'" 
celved Will be answered within a reason 
lied_ to ladles only □; or men only O; 
l'eepondenta to be about . . . . . . . . . .  • • (a.g, 
"11te you t1rst. check here D and not abo� 

JEAN'S Corresponder._ 
Rhode Island Stre�t 
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change them for items for your 01, 
collection write him a letter. 

In ,recent years we have had a ve 
!in� work on the revenues of Mexico 
1t 1s very ac�urate and authoritati 
because all collectors were consulted; 
�vho were kno\vn to have strong Me:a:. 
1can revenue collections. Because of 
that it will undoubtedly be the stand. 
ard for years to come. It is the work 
of the capable hand of Mons. Lion!! 
D. Hartley of New York, the mere 
mention of this gentleman's ruune 
should be sufficient to tell of the 111• 
thority which this work speaks. It 
may still 1-e obt:iined either from Dr 
Swanker, A. R. A. Librarian, (this 
money I am told goes into the A. R. 
A. Library fund), or it can be or
dered direct from Mr. Lionel Hart
ley, these addresses can be found la 
your yearoook. The price is $1.50 
which includes a supplement issued 
the year after, correcting all mi$
takes, and making many additions. ] 
have used up my space until neit 
month, and so I close. 

Veraciteefidelement, "Rebde". 

"ETATS-UNIS (U. S.) TAXPAIDS" 
. By "Rebde" 

My good friend Bill Larsen h.u 
told me of a number of interesting 
new emissions in this field, and I 
have become immensely interested. 
As a r�sult I have become what mar 
be termed a convert to this inter
esting American revenue field. When 
I become interested in a field, ·1 lib 
to find out the details, and, thanis 
to Bill, I have been able to studJ 
these issues, spending a great deal or 
time with them, and now have a 
growing collection. 

I would like to relate in the fol
lowin3" paragraphs some of the new 
issues, and othe:- interesting notes 
which I recorded in my visit with 
Bill. 

The Revenue Act of 1951 was the 
cause of many in-teresting new stamps 
in the taxpaid field, notably in the 
tobacco, and s!luff groups. The ,pop
ular p1·ovisionals have been mention
ed several times in the past (issues 
of Series 120, 1950, and Series· 121, 
1951, overprinted "Series 122'') sho•· 
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bil what tobacco had been taxed and 
� for under the new rate. A re
ioarkal:le thing about this change in 
r1te-it was DECREASED-which I 
felt was very interestin�, especially 
aince we are giving Mons. President 
£jsenhower credit now for his tax 
rtductions. I feel that our administra
tion under Monsieur President Tru-
11110 also deserves at least some cred
it for this little known reduction it 
1ras responsible for. Bill has over 130 
of these provisionals. I do not how
ever feel it would be of significance 
for me to note the number I have, as 
J v.ish to leave comparisons out of 
this column. I was not born a ta:<
paider like my protege, I am a "fis
calist" by nature, as my column un
der a similar title implys. 

Now I am certain you wish that I 
rive you the details on the Act ?f 
1951. This Act created several inter
ating new denominations in the to
bacco stamps. Only one of these how
erer was one of the strip stamps, 
this was for 18½ oz. This stamp is 
also to be found in the plug size. 
Several additional values are to be 
found in the plug stamps they arc 
u follows: 39 lb., 49 lb., 59 lb., 59 
lb. The creation of -these new denom
iilations also did away with the fol
lowing values: 30 lb., 40 lb., 50 lb., 
and 60 lb. I found all this very in
teresting, but when I asked for an 
txiilanation- I . waited, and waited, 
•ut Bill did not say a word. Eureka!! 
I had my young frien9,_ stumped, at 
least for the moment! The next thing 
I knew, he had run to the book case 
and brought me a book which turned 
oa.t to be the Revenue Act we have 
llad under careful s�rutinization. I 
WIS in a way sorry I had pressed 
kl111 for ·a deep discussion, for a care-
111.1 analysis of the Act followed. How
rer, we did not find anything in the 

ct which made it necessary for 
�ese changes in stamps, they mere
,., Went with the Act as a result of 
:any changes for the convenience o! 
th

e De�artment. This all ties in with 
ll 

e arti<'le which I wrote for the A. 
A. "Linn's" issue last December 

l'tgardin.2' the "Revolution" in our 1: ll Department. 
l Will point out several of the oth-

1'. •oLLow nn 

er interesting aspects of the Act.
The tax on cigarettes was raised, but 
that was of no importance philatelic
!y speaking, since the stamps show 
no value. It was this Act which cre
ated the now infamous "Wagering 
Stamp," which has enjoyed popular
ity with many collectors that never 
previously had the slightest interest 
in this group of "Special Tax" 
stamps. Denominations on several of 
the special tax stamps were change:! 
as follows: ( 1)  Wholesale Dealer in 
Liquor from $110 to $200, (2) Retail 
Liquor Dealer from $27.50 to $50.00, 
(3) Wholesale Dealer in Malt Liq
uors from $55 to $100, ( 4) Coin Op
erated Gaming Devices from $150 to 
$250 (this is a popular but tough 
stamp to find, commonly refered to 
as the "slot machine" stamp).  That 
is all of the changes in this class. 

Bill poinis out that this Act also 
changed the rate of tax on wines, re
quiring great changes in this field, 
but th·ey have been covered else
where so I will not dwell on them. 
The tax on Distilled Spirits was in
creased from $9 to $10.50 per gallon, ·  
this is very interesting as Bill tells 
me of a new series of these stamps 
which appeared in 1950. 

In ·the future I will speak of many 
U. S. A. revenues, provided Bill sup
plies me with the information, but I 
don't know what I will do when he 
is in the service (he is getting a big 
chuckle out of that). 

Veracitefidelement, "Rebde". 

Vignettogram 8 
RICHARD RUSH 

1780-1859 
Th!e likeness of Rush appears on 

the current twenty-cent documentary, 
stock transfer and silver tax stamp3. 

Born at Philadelphia, August 29, 
1780, Richard Bush, .graduate of 
Princeton, was admitted to the Phil
adelphia bar in 1800; quickly gained 
a leading position and became a.t
torney-�eneral of Pennsylvania, Jan. 
18H. Advancing to Comptroller of 
the State Treasury, Nov. 1811, he 
became Attorney-General of th'e U. S. 
Feb. 10, 1814-Dec. 15, 1817, and tem
,porarily acted as Secretary of State 

.... 11 
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"THE LETTER BOX" 
Import.ant M & M Collection Sold 

Dear Mr. Hubbard: 
I have been quite interested in 

reading your column for the A. R. A. 
in "The Hollow Tree" publication and 
believe that this innovation is a def
inite improYement over the erratic 
nature of past A. R. A. bulletins. 

I thought you might be interested 
to know that I recently had the pleas
ure of placing at private sale the 
Match and Medicine collection (cat
aloging about $10,000.00) of Mr. H. 
S. Dickinson of South Bend, Indiana. 
This collection was the most com
plete I have ever seen and lacked on
ly a few of the major rarities in add
ition to being extremely nice condi
tion-wise, relative to the usual run 
of Match and Medicine stamps. His 
colle::tion was placed with a client of 
mine who already had an especially 
nice M and M collection and now 
should have one of the outstandin� 
collections in the country. 

Cordially yours, 
Jack E. Molesworth 
102 Beacon St. 
Boston 16, Mass. 

VJG:-;"ETTOGRAM �0- 7 

William Harris Crawford 

1772-1834 

The Yignette of Crawford appears 
on the ten cent documentary and stock 
transfer stamps since 1940 and on 
the silver tax ten cent stamp since 
1941. 

He "·as an American statesman, 
born in Amherst County, Va., Feb. 
24 1772 and mo\·ed to Geol'gia in his 
ea�ly y�uth. Having studied law, be 
was admitted to the bar in 1798, and 
settled at Lexington, Ga. He was 
elected a Senator of the U. S. ii) 
1807 by the Democrats, and was sent 
as minister to France in 1813. 

He became secretary of war in 1815 
and was Secrntary of the Treasury 
from 1816 to March, 1825. In 1824 he 
was nominated for the presidency of 
the U. S. by a Congressional caucus. 
In the election of that year he had 
three competitors: Gen. Jackson, John 
Quincy Adams, and Henry Clay. 
Crawford receb·ed only forty-one e,. 
ectoral votes. He died Sept. 15, 1834. 

-Wm. T. Norris, ARA #24 

* * (End of this organization's section) * * 
FOREIGN REVENUES 

200 dillerent. $1.00; Also coUed!ons of 
100-0, 5000, 10000, 15000 different In 
stock. Write for 1ntoruna.tlon now. 

MOLDER 
19 Bel.a1ze, Toronto, Canada. 

THE ARCTIC PHILATELIST 
Specializing in the countries of the 

Arctic and Antarctic 
Sample copy free upon request 

$1.50 per year in U. S. 
P. 0. Box 75 Sitka, Alaska 

Pioneer State 
Revenue Dealer 

It would be to your adYantage to 
examine our HUGE STOCK of State 
Tax Stamps. Ask to see our approv
als of all states and our NEW IS
SUE SERVICE. Exchanges arrange!!.. 

FRANK L. APPLEGATE 
ARA 10 

615 S. Oakdale Ave. 
Medford, Ore. (CB) 

What Do You Know About Revenue Stomps? 
Revenue stamp·s are GAINING in popularity, however, every day collectors 
pass over rare revenues to buy cheap post.age varieties at the same price or 
more! 

AMERICAN REVENUE ASSOCIATION 
You'll GAIN MUCH MORE in Philatelic profit than the small yearly dues 

Fill Out and Mail This Blank IMMEDIATELY! 
To JOHN BOBO, 2318 Augusta Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 
Count me in. Here's �2 for ARA Membership which includes the Hollow Tree. 
Name _ ________ _ _____ __ ____________ Address - ------------- - -----
Specialties ------ ------------------------ - - - - ------------ -----
References --------- ------------------------ ----

Ma}". 1954. 
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Even Revenues Now On the � ,.; 
. . ta ,,J' The law and the registration s mps 

way out. They are being replaced by 1 r 

the illustrations. 

(OUR SUPERIEURE 
fC,MoNTREAU3 
SU PERI OR COURT 

[::;::EAU O'ENREGISTREMENT 
il:,MONTREAQ� 
REG ISTRY OFF ICE 

I/ 

\r 

T,he l�t-hand inscription varies, accorc 
sion. The varieties we have seen are: 

Cour Superieure St :1 

Cour de Magistrat Ma� 
Bureau d'Enregistrcment Regi� 
Greffe de la Paix p, !( 

Greffier de la Couronne Cl k 
Bureau de Sherif SJ,.,d 
Greffier des Appels Clerk 

These are for Montreal. We are told f � 
type, for use in the smaller court and r · 1 
tiate the various courts. . 

At present, these meters are 1n u.,5e. 
Sherbrooke Trois Rivieres and Hull. T t 
registry fe�s is successful, it will no do t 
and stamps will be things of the past. 

-R-eprinted from 

Commission Subscription B,or 
Subscription blanks are availab�e. V 

FOUR MONTHS for each new subscr1b'. � This commission (50¢ each) will be pa: 
up for a year, and to dealers. Please send 
less, 1¢ for each 25 over that. 

MACAZINE EDITORS-If you �i: t 
per year)' key our address �vith the in�"'"J_ and send us a copy. You will be sent �O� · 
ing your "key". You may also advert!!. �to keep track of each in case they su �
time. 

The ROLLOW TllD 
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MUDGE RosE GUTHRIE ALEXANDER • FERDON 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Messrs . Bjorkman 
Ferman 

f/F'ricks 
McGann 

October 12 , 1993 

Re: Georgia Power Co. v. stone & Webster, Inc . ,  et al. 

Bill Scrantom called yesterday to advise that Judge 
Elliott' s  next Trial Term in Columbus is March, 199 4 .  Therefore, 
if he denies the parties' respective motions for summary judgment, 
the earliest we would be sent to trial would be March. The 
remaining discovery which we need in this case primarily concerns 
the environmental cleanup, and could predictably be completed in 
less than six weeks. Given that fact, it is Scrantom' s  view that 
we should wait until late November to see where matters stand on 
the motions before attempting to undertake depositions . He 
indicated that while the Judge tends to keep litigants on a short 
tether, we would stand a good chance of getting adequate time for 
additional discovery inasmuch as we have not yet been on the trial 
calendar. The Judge' s  next Trial Term in Columbus is in September, 
1994 . 

cc: A. D' Iorio 
E.  OeSilva 
J. Sun 

Susa�pbell 





MASONRY AND POLITICS 
Continued from previous page 

mont, where he received 40.5% of the 
popular vote. Clay's support came from 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecti
cut, Delaware, Kentucky, and part of 
Maryland Jackson carried the other 
16 states. 

After the election, Wirt lambasted 
the ring leaders of the Anti-Masons 
complaining that the party placed too 
much emphasis on a single issue. How
ever, he did feel that the party had served 
its purpose of eliminating the fraternity 
and that "there is no power of her res
toration." He suggested that the Anti
Masonic zealots should let Masonry 
wither on the vine. 

After the defeat in 1832, the party 
failed to muster much enthusiasm, ex
cept in Vermont and Pennsylvania. 

Although anti-Masonry flourished in 
Vermont, the state had little influence 
on the national scene. For a brief period 
in 1833, the Anti-Masons actually be
came the majority party in the state. 

William Palmer had been elected 
governor in 1831 as an Anti-Masonic 
party candidate and was reelected the 
following year for a second term. In 
neither case did he win a majority, and 
the contests were decided by the state 
legislature. He did, however, gain a 
majority in the election of 1833, perhaps 
due to some in-fighting by the opposition. 
That year, three of the five Con
gressmen were Anti-Masons. 

With added strength, Palmer was able 
to push for a law that would fine anyone 
that administere.d an oath or obligation. 
There does not appear to be any evi
dence that the Jaw was ever enforced. 
On the other hand, Masonry in Ver
mont had become almost nonexistent. 

Palmer was reelected for a fourth 
term in 1834, but the party was losing 
its original steam. Many former Anti
Masons were willing to unite with the 
National Republicans to form the new 
Whig party, a trend that had been de
veloping throughout the other states. 
By 1835, Palmer was unable to gain 
enough support in the legislature to win 
a fifth term. One of his strongest de
tractors was William Slade, an ally of 
the Anti-Masonic cause but a dissenter 
of many of Palmer's decisions. Slade 
later became governor in 1844 as a 
Whig. 

Pennsylvania's key Anti-Mason was 
Thaddeus Stevens. For the national 
convention in 1831, Stevens was push
ing for McLean as a presidential nomi-
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nee, even though McLean had already 
withdrawn his name from considera
tion. His oratory denounced Masonry 
in strong terms. 

In 1829, Pennsylvania Anti-Masons 
had nominated Joseph Ritner for gover
nor. The National Republicans failed 
to produce a candidate. The Democrats 
nominated George Wolf, who eventu
ally won the race with 60% of the vote. 

By 1830-31, the Antis had gained 
sufficient strength with aid from the 
National Republicans to force a vote in 
the state legislature to repeal the tax
exempt status of the Masonic Hall in 
Philadelphia, headquarters for the Grand 
Lodge. The party, however, was quite 
disorganized. It failed in its efforts to 
get Richard Rush elected U.S. Senator. 
Rush was narrowly defeated by George 
M. Dallas, a Grand Lodge officer and 
future Grand Master( 1834) and a future 
Vice President under James Polk 
(1845). 

Stevens continued to push for Anti
Masonic legislation in Pennsylvania but 
with great difficulty. 

By 1835 anti-Masonry had waned in 
most states, but Stevens continued to 
wield influence in Pennsylvania, join
ing forces with the Whigs to get Ritner 
elected governor over Wolf and the 
splintering Democratic party. Once 
elected, however, Ritner did little to 
win the praise of the adamant Anti
Masons. Stevens was successful in win
ning the support of the lower legislative 
chamber with a bill that could have 
sounded the death knell for Masonry in 
Pennsylvania, but could not gather suf
ficient votes in the senate. 

Stevens' persistence did enable him 
to chair a heated legislative committee 

to investigate Freemasonry, a commit
tee that caused nothing more than ani
mosity. 

Massachusetts in 1830 had elected 
25 Anti-Masons to the house and three 
to the senate. By I 831, the Anti-Masons 
supposedly had the support of 150 of 
the 490 members of the house. 

Playing key roles in that state were 
Benjamin Franklin Hallet, who moved 
from Rhode Island to start a new Anti
Masonic newspaper in Boston, and John 
Quincy Adams, who had lost the presi
dency to Jackson in 1828 but was elected 
to Congress in 1830 with Anti-Masonic 
support. In 183 3, Adams was the guber
natorial candidate of the Anti-Masonic 
party. An inconclusive vote with none 
of the four candidates receiving a majority 
convinced Adams to withdraw from the 
race as the decision went to the legis
lature. 

Although the party was not strong in 
Connecticut, sentiment must have been 
high in 18 31, when all the Grand Lodge 
officers except the Secretary and Treas
urer refused to continue to serve. 

Under Grand Master Lewis Cass, 
the Grand Lodge of Michigan suspen
ded operations in 1829. 

The young Grand Lodge of Illinois, 
chartered in 1822, ceased to exist be
tween 1828-40. During that period, 
lodges were organized in Illinois under 
the Grand Lodges of Kentucky and 
Missouri. 

The Southern states seemed to gener
ate no great amount of interest in Anti
Masonry. 

Within a decade following the Mor
gan incident, Masonry's membership 
had declined by more than 50%. 

By 1836, there was some semblance 
of a national political convention in 
Philadelphia, with most delegates com
ing from Pennsylvania. The delegates 
chose not to nominate a candidate for 
President Anti-Masonic adherents split 
their support between the Whig's William 
Henry Harrison and the Democrat's 
Martin Van Buren. 

A final attempt to hold a national 
convention in 1838 failed to generate 
much interest and the fledgling political 
party drifted into obscurity. Remnants 
of anti-Masonic sentiment tended to 
swing toward Harrison in 1840 in his 
successful bid to unseat President Van 
Buren. 

William Preston Vaughn's study 
points out that the greatest strength of 
Anti-Masonry seemed to be in states 
where there was diviseness or weak
ness within a political party. 



former Mason who had dropped his 
membership in 1826 prior to the Morgan 
incident, Rush appealed to many of the 
Antis, but when he realized he would 
not get the nomination, he withdrew his 
name several months before the con
vention. 

John Quincy Adams was being pro
moted by the Massachusetts group but 
was opposed by the New York leaders 
mainly because he had been ousted from 
the Presidency by Jackson in I 828. 
Another Massachusetts name men
tioned occasionaJly was Sen. Daniel 
Webster. 

John C. Calhoun of South Carolina 
had been elected Vice President in 1824 
under Adams but switched his allegiance 
to Jackson in 1828 and was again elec
ted to the second spot He spoke out 
frequently against Masonry but Norther
ners were not happy with his stand on 
slavery. 

John McLean of Ohio was con
sidered an interesting prospect by many. 
He had been appointed by Jackson as 
an Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court and was Postmaster General under 
Adams. Thurlow Weed was interested 
in him, even though he did not feel he 
was strong enough in his opposition to 
Masonry. McLean eventually pulled 
out of the running because he felt he 
would hurt Clay's chances if Clay were 
to become the nominee of the National 
Republicans. 

John Marshall, Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, was a Mason, but there 
was some talk of his dissatisfaction with 
the fraternity after the Morgan incident 
He did attend the convention as a spec
tator but would not allow his name to be 
placed in nomination. 

William Wirt of Maryland was im
pressed with the fact that Marshall 
attended the convention. President 
Monroe had appointed Wirt to be At
torney General in 1818, a position he 
held until 1829. Thomas Jefferson tried 
to get him to run for Congress in 1808, 
but he indicated that he wanted no part 
of a political career after he had served 
two terms in the Virginia House of Dele
gates. Now a resident of Baltimore, he 
was urged to attend the convention in 
his home state. The delegates per
suaded him that Masonry was a threat 
to the nation. Prior to the convention, 
Weed had considered Wirt to be a 
potential vice presidential nominee. 

The 1831 convention adopted a 3/4 
rule for nomination. Many of the dele
gates arrived thinking McLean would 
be nominated. But Weed had been 
turned off by McLean and spent a great 
deal of time trying to convince the dele
gates that Wirt would be the best can
didate for president Although a former 
Mason, Wirt had never spoken out 
against Masonry. Actually, he had 
planned to attend the convention of the 
National Republicans later in the year 
to support Clay. 

New York agreed to go witli Wirt. 
The New England states followed, and 
Pennsylvania finally gave in. Nomina
ted were Wirt, McLean, Granger, Web
ster, and Rush. Secret ballots were taken. 
The first ballot results were Wirt, 38; 
McLean, 41 ; with the others receiving 
five or less. On the fourth ballot, Wirt 
had picked up 94 and McLean had 
dropped to 9. By the fifth ballot, Wirt 
increased his lead and the nomination 
was made unanimous but with plenty of 
unhappiness. 

Amos Ellmaker of Pennsylvania was 
nominated as the running mate, because 
it was felt that he would help carry his 
home state and that his strong distaste 
for Masonry would offset Wirt' s Juke 
warm hatred. 

Although Wirt had not sought the 
nomination, he reluctantly accepted it. 
In his response, he expressed surprise 
that the Anti-Masons would select some
one who had not been adamant about 
exterminating the organization. He felt 
the fraternity should be eliminated through 
legal channels, not through violence. 
He considered it to be a social club for 
fellowship and fraternal support and 
did not view it as unpatriotk He shocked 
some of the dissidents by stating that 
many Anti-Masons we1 e much too strong 
in theU" attack against .. so harmless an 
institution as Freemasonry." 

He offered to step aside if the dele
gates wished to choose someone else. 
Although many were angry at him, the 
delegates were urged to let him carry 
the banner. 

Apparently Wirt had hoped that he 
might also win the nomination of the 
National Republicans, which would have 
united two groups against Jackson; how
ever, when that party stayed with Clay, 
Wirt knew his campaign was over. He 
attempted to withdraw from the race, 
but found no honorable way to do it 

In his recent study of the Anti-Ma
sonic Party, William Preston Vaughn, 
a current authority on the party, has 
referred to Wirt as "probably the most 
reluctant and most unwilling presidential 
candidate ever nominated by an Ameri
can party." 

Wirt' s reluctance to speak out infuri
ated Weed, the man who had given him 
the nomination in the first place. Weed 
gave up on Wirt and proceeded to work 
for candidates at other levels. 

Meanwhile Jackson remained an 
active Mason but never got into a public 
discussion of the Masonic controversy. 
He did write a letter to his running mate, 
Martin Van Buren, that anti-Masonry 
was rapidly declining and would soon 
be "buried in oblivion." 

The election was not held in the course 
of a single day. The contest extended 
from October 31 to November 19. The 
various states had different days to vote. 
In fact, South Carolina still selected its 
electors through the state legislature. 

When the results were complete, Jack
son had taken 2 1 9  electoral votes, Clay 
had gained 49 votes, and Wirt picked 
up the seven electoral votes from Ver-

Continued on next page 
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