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Thi s  i ssue marks the beginning of the fi fth year of continuous publ i - f 
of the Masonic Stamp Col l ector. I am pl eased to be able to continue i 

as your editor for another year and I hope to merit your confi dence and con- t. f ' tinued support. I am parti cularly indebted to Bro. Marshal l Loke of Rochester t 
i New York , for his  constant supply of material for our publ ication for the : 

have been difficul t .  Al so I wi sh to thank several other members , such as t I 
past four years. Without his  valuable contribution my job as editor woul d  l 

Bro. Al l an Evans of Austral i a ,  for their generous contribution of their i ... knowledge in  the area of Masonic Phil ately wanting to share with us . Pl ease , , :?. 
continue to hel p .  The edi tor i s  only as good as the material he gets from ± 
members and other sources . : ❖ ❖ 

I promised you sometime ago that I would start printing a Masonic check t 
l i st. I was , and sti l l  i s ,  behind in my records that it woul d  have been almost : 
imposs ib le  to undertake such a chore correctly without a l l  the records being :�: 
up dated . I am , however, working on it  and I think I should be ready to start :!: 

: i t  soon , maybe with the next i ssue . I bel ieve , such a checkl i st wi l l  a id  our : 

I 
members in  knowing in  advance the .various i ssues pertaining to Masonry . I t!: wi l l  start with the Uni ted States Masons checkl ist first. Then fol lowed by ; other countries al phabetical ly .  P lease bear with me and thank you. 
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Welcome To New Members 

315 Edward P. Smith , Lt.Col . U . S . Army , 2026 N. Kensington St . ,  Arl ington·,va. 22205 
316 W .  Lindsay, 35 Lower Morden Lane, Morden , Surrey , England 
317 Herbert C .  Wal ton, 2802 Algonquin Pkwy . ,  Toledo, Ohio 43606 
318 Andre Courrier, B P  41 , 88 Newfchateau , France 
319 Dr. W . W .  Penske, 391 5 Berkeley Dri ve , Toledo, Ohio 43612 
320 Sistini Gi ul iano , Via D 1 Ancona 82 , Fi renze, Italy 50135 
321 Brice F. Scal ley ,  601 North M Street, Lake Worth , F la .  33460 
322 Edward R.  Wal sh , 28. Maple Street, Lexington, Mass . 62173 
323 James J .  Mauro, 94 Thornberry Road, Winchester, Mas s .  01890 
324 Harold Bol loti n ,  60 Seth. l and Dri ve,  Rochester, New York 1 46 1 7  
325 James W .  Fram , 1 565 N . E .  48 Street, Pompano Beach , F l a .  33064 
326 Mrs. Arthur R .  Wil lman, 476 South M i l ton Street ,  Smithv i l l e ,  Ohio 44677 
327 Aaron H .  Glasgow, 219 1/2 S . W .  7th Street,  Corval l i s ,  Oregon 97330 



Commemorat ive M asonic· Coln 

The Grand Lodge of  Louisi ana , F & A M  
i n  commemoration of i ts 1 50th anni versary 
struck a special commemorative coin (doubloon) 
for the occasion in 1962 . I l l ustrated here 
are both s ides of the coin - one s i de depicts 
the statue of George Washington i n  Masonic 
rega l i a  which stands i n  the midle of the 
Civic Center and i n  front of the main publ ic  
l i brary i n  New Orleans , the other s i de depicts 
the seal of the Grand Lodge. The coins are 
gol d  anodized and i l l ustration shows actual 

size .  There is  only a sma l l  quantity sti l l  ava i l able and wi l l  be sold on fi rst come 
bas i s .  The cost of each coin i s  50 cents plus a sel f-addressed stamped envelope {pre
farably sma l l  s ize ) .  Send orders to the editor as soon as possib le  before the sma l l  
supply i s  exhausted. This coi n  makes an excel l ent col ateral i tem with the Loui s iana 
Grand Lodge Sesqui . Masonic  first day cover. 

News I tems 

Rural Amity Lodge Cover - Bro. Leonard R .  Heverly ,  R .  D. 1 - Box 65 , Dal l a s ,  Pa . 
1861 2 ,  has ava i l able for sale Masonic covers with an attractively i l l ustrated cachet i 
postmarked July 6 ,  1971 , commemorating the 1 75th anni versary of Rural Ami ty Lodge No . 
70, Athens ,  Pa . 35 cents each or three for $1 .00. 

Lafayette Lodge Cover - The Masonic  Stamp C l ub of Phil adelphia i ssued an i nteres
ting and attractive Masonic  cachet on September 1 6 ,  1971 , to corrrnemorate the 1 75th 
anni versary of Lafayette Lodge No. 71 . I t  i s  done i n  two colors and depicts i n  the 
midle of the cachet a portrait  of Marquis De Lafayette.  The 3¢ Lafayette stamps are 
affi xed on the covers . Order from Bro. Forrest G .  Smi th , 1 26 Argyle  Road A-2 ,Ardmore , 
Pa .  1 9003. Cost , 35 cents each or three for $1 .00 plus a sel f-addressed stamped enve
lope . 

Congratulations to Bro. Fred Jel sema of Rapid C i ty ,  South Dakota for recei ving a 
bronze award for h i s  paper on Masonic phi l ately at the annual Trans-Miss iss ippi Phi la
tel ic  Society i n  Bl oomi ngton , I l l i no is  recently.  

More on Wi l l iam V.  s. Tubman by Bro . Marshal l  Loke (see MSC page 221 ) .  He was 
born at Harper, L1ber1a ,  November 29,  1 895,  died July 23 ,  1 971 . H is  father, Rev. Alex 
Tubman , was descended from settlers wh� migrated from Augusta , Georg ia ,  in 1 834 . Hi s 
mother ,  Nee Elezabeth Barnes ,  moved to Liberia from Augusta , Ga . ,  i n  1872.  Wi l l iam 
attended Cape Palmas Seminary and Cuttington Col l ege & Divinity School . He was admitted 
to the bar i n  1 91 7  and began the practive of l aw i n  Harper. He took the oath as 
President of L i beria January 3 ,  1 944. He v is ited the Uni ted States i n  October 1 954 and 
spent the night of October 1 7  at the white House. He was married three times ; had 5 
chil dren of No . 2 .  H is  mother Lodge i s  Morn ing Star Lodge No . 6 i n  Cape Palmas . . He 
was Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Liberia i n  1 952 and 1 953. Pres.  Tubman was made 
a 33rd Scottish Rite Mason at the hands of the Prince Hal l Supreme Council i n  Washi ngton 
D . C .  on a v is it  to the U .S . A .  i n  1 960. 

Some of the Liberia stamps of Tubman are 363 ,  387, 431 , C65, C66 , C69 , C76, C87 , 
C l l 8 ,  C l 23 ,  C 1 41 -43 ,  476 , 532 ,  533. Al so a 3¢ and 80¢ i n  May 1 71 and the l atest 3¢ and 
25¢ " I n  Memoriam" August 1 971 . 
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Wi l l i am Augustus ( see MSC pages 203 and 220) - Bro. Al l an Evans further advises that the French had defeated Wi l l i am Augustus at Fontenoy . The Fontenoy battle i s  commem�rated on a French stamp o f  1 970 , Scott No . 1 287, and he states that · t  1 k much l i ke a surrender scene - i f  so ,  Wi l l i am Augustus coul d be the man shwo� s 
00 s

d
v: 

ring .  Can anyone of our members veri fy this to be a fact? 
urren e 

Roal d  Amundsen (see MSC page 221 ) - Bro. Marsha l l  Loke advises that there i s  
no evi dence whatever that Toald Amundsen was ever a Mason . On the contrary , he says 
that he has the word of Bro. Bernt Balchen , who was associ ated with Amundsen , that 
Amundsen was not a Mason. 

M asonry I n  Mainl and China 

The fi rst known Mason i c  Lodge in  China was Landmark Lodge AF&AM chartered around 
1 865.  There were Lodges after that period started i n  Shanghai and Tients i n  and 
Peki n g .  International Lodge , my own , o f  Pek i n g ,  China,  under the Massachusetts 
Consti tution , was granted a di spensation on 24th July 1 91 5 .  The date of the charter 
was granted was June 1 5 ,  1 9 1 6 .  There was at  fi rst a few problems to be i roned out 
as this  was consi dered i n  a way a partial non-christian l odge . However,  this was 
sol ved as a di spe. 1sation was granted for a l l  books of fai th to be pl aced on the a ltar,  
where i n  a candi date cou ld  use the book of h i s  faith .  The date of the meetings were 
hel d the 1 st Wednesday of each month, except i n  July and August, unti l the lodge was 
suspended and records taken over by the Grand Lodge when the present regime came to 
power. Meetings were hel d i n  the home of Dr. George F .  Morri son , the famous- Engl i sh 
correspondant from London at that time . The home was l ocated on the address of 98 
Wang Fu Ching Ta Ch ieh (Ma in  street of the· wel l of the Princes Palace ) ,  now cal l ed 
Morrison street. The fi rst candi datte was a Mr.  L .  C .  Chang on 2 Feb . 1 9 1 6  who 
became Worshipful Master i n  1 926/37. Records of the l odge and members are now 
maintained at the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts i n  Boston . 

In the surraner outdoor i nformal functions were sometimes held at the Hal l  of  
Annual Prayer or  as a lso  cal l ed "The Templ e  of Heaven" ,  (see Scott # 13 1 / 133 ,  the 
l ast co111T1emorative stamp under the imperial rul e after a period from 2698 B . C .  up 
until 1 91 2  A . O . , then Scott 270/273 the same Temple of Heaven stamp but,  without the 
Imperi al Royal Dragon design i ssued to commemorate the adoption of the f i rst con
stitution of the new Republ i c  i n  1 923 ) .  It i s  to be noted the Templ e  of Heaven tra
ces its l i f� back to the present structure year 1420,  with i ts marble sacri fic ial ter
races i n  rows of 3 ,  wi th three l ayers of steps each of 5 and 7 ,  ri s i ng up to a red 
l acquered wooden bui l di ng with i ts tri ple  (again 3 )  roof of l umi nous v io let-bl ue,  
the colour of heaven. In the center i s  a l arge ci rcular marbl e flag-stone, considerec 
by the ancients the center of the worl d .  Thi s templ e  was bui l t  upon the s i te o f  a sti 
more ancient templ e  of wood, duri ng the period of Emperor Kung-Lo, under the Ming 
Dynasty 1 368-1644 A .O .  ,.. 

The Ancient & Accepted Scotti sh R ite of Freemasonry bodies were granted a 
pennanent charter i n  Peki ng , by the Southern Jurisdiction of the Uni ted States October 
20 , 1 91 7 .  The bodies were the Mi ng Te Lodge of Perfection 4° , Tung Te Chapter Knight� 
Rose Cro i x ,  1 8° , Hou Te Council Knights Kadosh ,  30° and the Chung Te Consi story 32° , 
K . C . C . H .  1 91 7-18 .  On the Communist takeover i n  1 951  al l records of the various 
bodies were transferred to respective headquarters offices i n  the United States. 

Submitted by Bro . Edward E .  Becher ,  Belmont, Mass . ,  MSU #261 . 
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LIMA. PERU 
EXPOSICION FILA TELICA INTERNACIONAL EXFILIMA 71 6-14 DE NOVIEMBRE DE 1971 
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(� ���t.'-lpal de esta carjeca de recuerdo es la esrampill�;��; f'P�;ntando "El Ch�ic de 1936-1937) con dos facs1m1lcs de los sellos poscales ¢doumdenses cmitidos en honor de Jose de San Martin y Simon Bolfvar (scrie Campeones de la Libertad, 1958-1959). Rinden homenaje a esros dos cscadiscas y luchadorcs por la libcrcad de la America Lacina can escrechamence asociados con la indcpcndencia dd Peru. "El Chasqui" represema un corredor de relevos Ina corriendo hacia su Empcrador para • proporcionarle las ultimas nocicias. 
OB.SEQUIO DEL SERVICIO POSTAL DE LOS ESTAOOS UNIDOS DE NORTEAMERICA r-,-· - ..,., . --�, � .. ..p 
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�i \ -�.'f1iiiiiiiiiiiiii' .. '�- . IN ��E� IN PART, OF CURRENCY, POSTAGE STAMPS, OR OTHER SECURITIES OF THE _UNITED STATES, 
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A SOUVENIR CARD FOR EXFIL•IMA '71 

To honor the Third Inter-American Phil
°
atel i c  Exhi bition at Lima , Peru . Nov. 6-14 the U . S .  

Postal Service distributed a souvenir card pi cturing two U .S .  colllTiemoratives and a Peruvian stamp 
The card, carrying a greeti ng in  Spani sh from Postmaster General Winton M .  Blount , was made 
ava i l able at EXFILIMA 1 71 . We used Scott Nos. 1 1 1 1  & 1 1 26 on the card and cancel l ed at the sho1 
with the special EXFILIMA postmark. Also the EXF ILIMA stamp issued by Peru i s  iffixed thereon. 

�edal l ion· portrai ts of two men associated with the i ndependence of Peru , Simon Bol i var and 
Jose de San Martin are reproduced from the original dies of the 8-cent Champions of Liberty i ss��: 
of 1 958 and 1 959. These cards with the respective stamps affixed thereon are of particular 
interest to us because both , Bol i var and San Martin ,  were Masons . 

We have a very few of these serviced cards ava i l able for sale on first come bas i s .  The 
card as shown above , postpa id ,  costs $4.00 each. Order from the editor. These cards are beco .. '-c 
very popular. Many of them are scarce and hard to obtain .  
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Thatcher Br idie 

T..11e Panama Canal Zone Thatcher Ferry Bridge stamp, 
Scott No . 1 5 7 ,  was one of the most controversial of stamps of 
a l l  times when the famous bridgeless error, Scott No . 1 57a, was 
issued , on October 1 2 ,  1 962.  The finding and possession of the 
three sheets of the error by the Harris Stamp Company was fol l ow, 
by three years of costly l itigation by Mr. Harris who final ly wo· 
the suit against the Government i n  a Washington D .  C .  court to 

prevent the Governor of the Canal Zone from del i berately i ssuing any misprinted copies 
of the "Bri dgel ess" stamp, such as i n  the case of the Dag Hammarskjold error. 

The bridge was named after Companion Brother Maurice H. Thatcher,  33° , 100-year-ol d  
ex-Congressman of Keystone Royal Arch Chapter No . 32 of Hyattsv i l l e ,  Maryl and. Brother 
Thatcher was born i n  Chicago, I l l .  on August 1 5 ,  1 870 and raised i n  Butler County , Ky. 
As a clerk of the c ircuit court he studied l aw and was l icensed to practice in  1898. He 
then was appointed by President Taft as a member of the Isthmian (Panama) Canal Commi ssio1 
in 19 10  and was its youngest member. He l ater became an honorary governor of Panama. He 
was el ected to the U . S .  Congress from Kentucky and served from 1923 to 1 933. Whi l e  i n  
Panama he was i nstrumental in  establ ish ing the Thacher Free Ferry at the western entrance 
to the _Canal at La Boca. In recent years the ferry was replaced by a beautiful bridge 
384 feet above the Panama Canal and 5 ,425 feet long . It i s  known as the Thatcher Ferry 
Bridge. It i s  to be noted that Companion Thatcher i s  a descendant of King Olaf of 
Sweden and his  biography is carried in the archives of royal descendants .  He i s  now 
working upon h i s  memorabi l i a  which wi l l  be placed i n  the l ibrary of the House of The 
Temple i n  Washington , D .  C .  On March 7 ,  1 97 1 , Thatcher was the guest of Presi dent Nixon 
for a church service and reception at the White House. 

He wrote Masoni c  i f ,  a parody on Ki pl ing 1 s poem. He received the degrees in  Fal l s  
C ity Lodge No . 376 , Louisvi l l e ,  Ky. on Sept. 1 9 ,  1923, March 20, April 1 7 ,  1 923.  

Submitted by Bro. Edward E .  Becher ,  MSU #261 , Belmont , Mass. 

Decatur House 
The stamp depicted here is one of four commemoratives 

i ssued October 29 to mark the debut of the U . S .  Historic 
Preservation series . It i s  the Decatur House. Thi s  mantion 
bui l t  by Commodore Stephen Decatur i n  1 81 9 ,  i s  the oldest 
edifice on Lafayette Square , which faces the Whi te House. 
Through the years i t  has been occupied by statesmen , diplomats 
and mi l i tary leaders. Currently i t  i s  a house museum, a 
portion of which i s  headquarters for the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation .  

.;j, 
Stephen Decatur i s  depicted on U . S .  No . 791 , Navy Issue of 1 936-37. Decatur was 

in itiated i nto St. Johns Lodge October 1 2 ,  1 799, at Newport, R. I .  (according to Bui l der, 
May 1 920 i ssue ) .  Decatur ' s  body was pl aced i n  a vault i n  Washington 0. C .  until 1846 
when i t  was removed to St. Peters Protestant Epi scopal Churchyard in Phil adel phi a ,  where 
the beauti ful fl uted column , with a tuscan cap, and on a cub ic  pl i nth,  marks the spot. 
Wil l i am R .  Denslow states that Decatur was thought to have been a member of Saint Johns 
Lodge, either of Maryland or Rhode Isl and on Oct. 1 2 ,  1 799. If it was of Maryland, then 
i t  was the same l odge in  which his  father had been initiated for No. 1 6  of Baltimo�e 
under Pennsyl vania constitution l ater became Saint Johns No . 20 ( 1 785) of Fel l s  Po1 nt ,  
Bal timore, and l ater went out o f  existence. He was an American Naval Officer. b. 1 779. 
d .  1 820 when he was ki 1 led by James Baron, a naval officer, i n  a duel on March 22 . 
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Bishop Ri ley 

By: Al l an Evans , MSU #180 

STAMP:  Austra l i a ,  Scott #242 , May 1 ,  1 951 

I ' 

Charles Owen Leaver Ri l ey .  b .  26 . 5 . 1 854 . d.  23 . 6 . 1 929.  F irst Angl i can Archibi shop 
of Perth. Western Austral i a .  Born in Bi rmingham, England. Educated at Owens Col l ege, 
Manchester and at Cains Col l ege,  Cambridge. BA 1 878. MA 1 881 . Honorary DD 1 894. 
Ordained a Deacon in 1 878, and a Priest 1 8979 . Was curate at Brierly, Yorkshire 1 878-
80, at Bradford 1 880-2, and at Lancaster 1882-5 .  I n  1 894 , was appointed Bishop of 
Perth (then the largest diocese in the worl d ,  with an area of 1 -mi l l i on sq. mi les and 
a scattered population of 100 ,000 ) .  Was consecrated by the Archbishop of Canterbury in  
Westmi nster Abbey in  October 1 894 , reached Perth in  February 1 895. In 19 14 ,  he became 
Archbishop of Perth, a position he retained unti l he died. Was appointed Senior Chap
lain General of the Austral i an Mi l i tary Forces in  1 91 3 ,  served in  France from July 1 91 6  
to February 1 91 7 .  I n  1 920,  was awarded the O . B . C .  He served as Chance l l or of the Uni 
versity of Western Austral ia  1 91 6-22; President of the Trustees of the publ i c  l i brary , 
museum & art gal l ery, Perth 1 920-9. His strength l ay in h is  k indl i ness , corrmon-sense 
and hearty good humoUJ" . His charming personal i ty and love of humanity endeared his  to 
al l who knew him. He always took a keen interest in industrial acti vities ,  frequently 
acting as mediator i n  i ndustrial disputes. 

When Bro. Ri l ey came from England to Western Austral i a ,  he was a member of Lodge 
of Peace and Unity No . 31 4 ,  E . C .  (Th i s  l odge was founded by consecration i n  1 797;  at 
present i t  meets at Preston in  England ) .  On 1 3 . 6 . 1 895 he joined St. George ' s  Lodge 
No . 2165 , E . C . , i n  Perth, W.A. (this l odge became No . 6 W .A.  Constitution when the G .  
L .  o f  W .A.  was formed i n  1 900 ) .  He served as w. M .  i n  1896-7. On 29 . 9 . 1 896 he was a 
Foundation Member of Mi l itary Lodge No . 2636 E . C .  i n  Perth , W .A .  ( th i s  Lodge became 
No. 1 5 ,  W .A .C .  i n  1 900 ) .  On 7 . 6 . 1 898 he joined The Lodge Norseman No . 2637 E . C .  (which 
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became No . 20 , W .A .C .  i n  1900) - Norseman i s  a gol d  mining town some 300 mi l es from 
Perth, south of Kalgoorl i e .  He served as Grand Master of  the G . L .  of Western Austra l i a  
from 1 904 to 1 91 8  and again from 1 920 to 1 929. His eldest son , Bi shop the Very Wor. 
Right Rev. C .  L .  Ri l ey ,  who was Past Grand Chapl a i n ,  died on 1 . 4 . 71 at the age of 82 . 

Bishop C .  0 .  L .  Ri l ey ,  P . G .M . ,  can be seen on the 5 ½d and 1 sh values , Scott 
Nos. 242-243, of the Jubi l ee i ssue of Austral ias  Commonweal th in 1 951 . Shown above 
i s  enlargement of the stamp with Bishop Ri ley depicted in the center of the stamp 
as indi cated . The design of thi s  stamp i s  from a painting by the Austral i an arti st, 
Tom Roberts , the original measures 18 ft . 6 i n .  by 1 1  ft . 9 i n .  It hung in  St. James ' 
Palace, London for many years , then was permanently loaned by Queen El izabeth I I  to 
Austral i a ;  i t  i s  now in  Canberra . Roberts was asked to incl ude at least 250 "correct 
representations" of those present ; he managed to pi cture no less than 400 recognisable 
faces , some 47 of these can be identified on the stamp design , which shows only the 
central part of the original . The stamp design al so features Si r Edmund Barton,  
Freemason, h is  wife and daughter, and some other men who l ater became Prime Mini sters. 
The original painting shows many Freemasons , incl uding the Grand Masters of other 
states of Austra l i a  - how unfortunate they were not part of the stamp design.  

(Editor ' s  note: We thank Bro. Evans for thi s  most interesting arti cle which i s  
an entirely new Masonic Phil atel ic  research . Bro . Evans not only does such an excel l ent 
job in deep and thorough research on the pri vate and Masoni c  l i fe of the persons in
vol ved but a l so in  the background of the l odges which g ive us a better understanding 
of the various l odges in  Austra l i a .  Bro. Evans , please keep up the good work and 
sending those interesting articles .  We are always pl eased to have new Mason ic  phi l atel i 
research . )  

U. S. Stamps & Masonry 

WEST POINT STAMP, NO . 789 

In 1 801 Brig .  General Henrl Burbeck started a mi l i tary academy at West Point ,  
New York, which was l ater estabi shed by act of  Congress.  Henry Burbeck was made a 
Mason in  St. John ' s  Lodge, Boston,  Mass. 

F IRST CONTINENTAL RAILROAD STAMP, NO . 922 

Thi s  stamp was i ssued to commemorate the seventy-fi fth anni versary of the comple
tion of the first transcontinental rai l road in Ameri ca . It shows a picture of the 
Central Pacific l ocomotive in  front of which stands Leland Stanford with hammer in  
hand ready to drive the l ast spi ke which uni ted the Central Pacific and Union Pacific 
l i nes ,  thus completing the first continental rai l road. Thi s  event took pl ace on May 
1 0 ,  1 869 , at Promontory , Utah. Leland Standard was president of the Central Paci fic 
Rai l road. He was el ected Governor of Cal i fornia in 1 862 and el ected United States 
Senator i n  1 885 . In 1886 he founded Leland Stanford Junior University at Pal o Al to , 
Cal . ,  i n  memory of h i s  son who died at the early age of fi fteen years . Leland Stanford 
was made a Mason in  Ozaukee Lodge Ho . 1 7 ,  Port Washington, Wisconsin .  He was one of 
the organizers of Michigan City Lodge No . 47 , of Cal i forn i a .  

CALIFORNIA STATEHOOD STAMP , NO. 997 

�miral John D. Sloat , who i n  1 846 hoi sted the American flag at Monterey, Cal . 
taking possession of that state for the Uni ted States was made a Mason i n  St. Andrews 
Lodge No . 3 ,  New York City .  
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ROUGH R IDER STAMP , NO . 973 

During the Spanish-American War a vol unteer caval ry regiment was organized by 
1'. Theoddl'e Roosevel t ,  this organization being known as the "Rough Riders " .  These 

cowboy fighters took an active part i n  the campaign in Cuba under the l eadership of 
Colonel Roosevel t  and pl ayed havoc i n  the enemy ' s  l i nes . Rooseve lt  was a member of 
Matinecock Lodge No . 806 , Oyster Bay , New York. 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH STAMP, NO . 992 

he. U .  S .  Capitol , pictured on the leg i s lative branch commemorative stamp i ssued 
November 22 ,  1 950, i s  a structure with which the Masonic  Fraternity has been iden
t ified. Twice, Masons were cal led upon to l ay cornerstone with ceremonies of the 
Craft. The first time was on September 1 8 ,  1 793,  when President George Wash ington , 
wearing his  Masonic apron, acted as Grand Master. The same apron and gavel were 
used by the Grand Master of the District of Columbia on July 4 ,  1 851 , when he la id  the 
cornerstone of an addition.  The pri ncipal archi tect was Capt. James Hoban , foundi ng 
member and fi rst master of Federal Lodge (now No . 1 ) ,  Washington , chartered i n  1 793 by 
the Grand Lodge of Maryl and. 

COLORADO STATEHOOD STAMP , NO . 1 001 

The cornerstone of the Col orado State Capitol at Denver , shown on the Colorado 
Statehood stamp i ssued August 1 ,  1 951 , was la id  with Masonic ceremonies July 4 ,  1 890 , 
by the Grand Lodge of Colorado. The Grand Lodge orator on that occas ion said i n  part : ·  
"The Omnipotent Hand has pl aced its seal upon this l and.  Yonder upon the wondrous 
Mountai n  of the Holy Cross (pi ctured on the stamp ) ,  i n  the clefts of the eternal 
granite ,  the Almighty with the everlasting snow has pai nted the symbol of Masonry--
the cross of Christianity. L i ke the cross that bl azed i n  the heavens above Constan-

I tine , this emblem of faith and puri ty shines from the pinnacles of the mountains to 
l ead us to a higher and a more holy destiny. " 

B .  & 0 .  RAILROAD STAMP , NO . 1 006 '., ' ' 
3¢ stamp issued February 28, 1 952 , commemorates the 1 25th anni versary of the 

granting of a charter to the Bal timore & Ohi o  Rai l road. To mark the starting of con
struction , the Grand Lodge of Maryland was asked to l ay the foundation stone with 
Masonic ceremonies. Accordingly ,  on July 4 ,  1 828 , that event took place at Bal timore 
fol l owing a Mason ic  and civic parade witnessed by upwards of 60 ,000 peopl e .  The Grand 
Master of Maryl and was assi sted i n  the ceremdni es by the Grand Masters of Pennsyl vania 
and V irg in ia .  The B. & 0. thus was l aunched upon i ts successful career under auspi c i 
ous ci rcumstances. 

GRAND COULEE DAM STAMP,  NO. 1009 

The Grand Coulee Dam stamp was i ssued to commemorate the 50th anni versary of 
the passage of the National Reclamation Act in 1 902.  The Act, which provides federal 
aid for i rrigation of m i l l ions of semi -ari d l and i n  the west, was backed and signed 
by President Theodore Roosevel t ,  a Mason. The Grand Coulee Dam, largest concrete 
dam i n  the worl d ,  was started under the admini stration of another Masonic President , 
Frankl i n  D .  Rooseve l t ,  and completed i n  1 941 . The 1 27-square mi l e  l ake shown the 
the stamp ' s  background was named after him.  Besides making 2 ,000 ,000 acres produc
ti ve ,  a tremendous amount of hydro-electric i s  generated . 
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HOLY B�BLE STAMP, NO . 10 14  

•· The stamp co111J1emorating the 500th. anni versary of · the printing of the Holy Bib le  
from movable type by Johann Gutenberg i s  a Masonic interest .  The Holy Bib le  i s  g i ven 
as the rule and guide for al l Masons and is the first Great Li ght i n  Freemasonry . 
It l ies open upon the a ltar of every regu lar lodge , and i s  the fi rst object to which the 
attention of every newly enl ightened neophyte i s  cal l ed .  In so far as the ritual 
is hi storical , the i ncidences are drawn from i ts pages. The precepts which Freema
sonry l ays down for the guidance of i ts members are , without exception , those which 
find sanction i n  the Holy Bibl e .  

LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATE STAMP, NO . 1 1 1 5  

✓ In 1 858 , Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A .  Doug las , Senatorial candidates , enga-
ged i n  a series of hi storical debates i n  I l l i no i s .  Lincol n was for abol i shment of 
slavery; Doug las for l eaving the matter to the states. Doug las was el ected. Two 
years l ater, he l ost to Lincol n for the presidency. With the outbreak of the C iv i l  
War, Douglas toured the North and West i n  support of  the Union , contracting a desease 
which caused his  death i n  1 861 . He was a member of Spri ngfield ( Il l . )  Lodge No . 4 ,  
and firs� Grand Orator of the Grand Lodge o f  I l l inoi s .  The cornerstone of the huge 
monument over the grave of "The L ittle Giant" i n  Chicago was la id  i n  1 866 with 
Mason ic  ceremonies .  

LOUIS IANA PURCHASE STAMP ,  NO . 1 020 

Two Masons i n  1 803 negotiated the l argest and one of the most important territo
rial expansions i n  the hi story of the United Stattes. Robert R .  L iv ingston, Past 
Grand Master of New York, and James Monroe i n  that year concl uded the purchase of 
Louisiana Terri tory from France. The purchase i nvol ved 827 , 1 92 acres of l and between 
the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains  and from the Gulf of Mexico to Canada , 
almost doubling the s ize of this nation .  The deal el iminated a strong foreign power 
on the western boundaries and was of incalculable infl uence upon the future of the 
Uni ted States. 

"SAGAMORE HILL II STAMP , NO . 1 023 

"sagamore Hi l l , " at Oyster Bay , N .Y . ,  home of a Mason and now a national shrine , 
i s  shown on a stamp i ssued i n  1 953. The home was an i ntegral part of the l i fe of 
Theodore Roosevel t ,  one of the nation ' � most -revered Presidents .  Rooseve l t ,  member 
of Matinecock Lodge No . 806, Oyster Bay , was an ardent Mason. Speaking before the 
Grand Lodge of Pennsyl van i a ,  November 5 ,  1 902, he sai d :  "Masonry should make, and 
must make, each man who conscientiously and understandingly takes its obl igations a 
fine type of American citizensh ip ,  because Masonry teaches him his  obl igation to his  
fel l ows i n  practical fashion . "  

GADSDEN PURCHASE STAMP ,  NO . 1028 

The 100th anni versary of the "Gadsden Purchase , "  a transaction negotiated by a 
Mason, i s  co111J1emorated i n  a postage stamp i ssued i n  1 953.  By the prchase-from Mexico 
for $10 ,000 .000-U . S .  acqui red about 20 ,000 ,000 acres along the southwest border i n  
what i s  now New Mexico and Arizona. James Gadsden , who closed the deal for the U .S .  
was a pioneer i n  the opening of Fl orida Territory. Whi l e  there , he became an early 
member of Jackson Lodge No. 23 at Tal l ahassee , F la . ,  chartered i n  1 825 by the Grand 
Lodge of Alabama . Jackson Lodge i s  now No . l under the Grand Lodge of Florida . 
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Mason;c Postcards Wanted 

our editor woul d  l i ke to receive from members postcards depicting Blue Lodges , 
Grand Lodg·es , Scottish Rite Temples , etc . It woul d  be appreciated i f  your l odge or 
any Masonic Body has ava i l ab le  such postcards and you are abl e to get them for him . 

.• ..,._ _________________ �-------• 
M AS ONIC ALBUM PAGES 

F O R S A L E 

PAGES FOR. MASONIC PHILATELY ---------------------- 30 pages for $2 .00 

PAGES FOR MASONIC COVERS ------------------------- 30 pages for $2 .00 

TITLE PAGE ------------------------------------------- each 25 cents 

Pl us postage 

Order from the Editor: 4659 Sandal wood Street , New Orleans, La . 701 27 

-------------------------------------

BACK I SSUES 

Back i ssues of the Masonic Stamp Col lector are st i l l  ava i l able at 50 cents each. 
If you do not have a l l  the issues you should get them as soon as possibl e .  The 
supply i s  11ttint�l9w. Order from the Editor. 

M ASONIC COVERS 

Many M4sonic Covers are stl l l  ava i l able, however some in  a very l imited supply. 
Write to the Editor for further deta i l s .  Join the Masonic Cover Club. This way 
you wi l l  be assured of getting al l the Masonic covers as they are i ssued. 
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